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Section A (Source-Based Case Study)

Answer all questions.

LIVING IN A DIVERSE SOCIETY

Study the Background Information and the sources carefully, and then answer all 
the questions.

You may use any of the sources to help you answer the questions, in addition to 
those sources you are told to use.  In answering the questions you should use 
your knowledge of the topic to help you interpret and evaluate the sources.

1 Study Source A.

Why was the source published? Explain your answer.       
[5]                                       

2 Study Sources B and C.

Do you think the blogger in Source B would agree with the cartoonist 
in Source C? Explain your answer.   
[6]

3 Study Sources D and E.

Having read Source D, does Source E show that Singaporeans like 
Kampung living? 
[7]                                                                          

4 Study Source F.

How useful is this source as evidence about the revival of the 
Kampung spirit in Singapore? Explain your answer.      
[7]                                                                                                                                           

5 “The weakening of the community spirit is inevitable with the progress 
and development in a country.”

Using the sources in this case study, explain how far you would agree 
with this statement. 
[10]
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Have Singapore’s public housing developments killed the Kampung spirit?

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Read this carefully. It may help you to answer some of the questions.

An important part of Singapore’s treasured heritage is the Kampung (village) 
spirit, which refers to a sense of community and solidarity. Life in a Kampung 
was mostly harmonious and it was not uncommon for people to readily offer their 
neighbours food, help and support.  As the nation progressed and these villages 
made way for housing estates, the Kampung spirit could still be seen to some 
extent. However, the Kampung spirit and vibrancy of Housing Board towns built 
during the 1960s and 1970s, such as Ang Mo Kio and Clementi, are found 
lacking in the newer ones like Sengkang and Punggol built in the 1990s and 
2000s. The Singapore government is trying to keep the Kampung spirit alive, but 
this task is not an easy one. Most recently, the HDB tries to create vertical 
Kampungs like Kampung Admiralty in Woodlands, with more greenery, multi-
generational arrangements, and amenities and other provisions all in the same 
place.

Study the following sources to assess whether the Kampung spirit is really on the 
wane in Singapore and whether it is possible to revive it?

Source A: Taken from a blog post by a junior college student. She loves 
everything old school and looking back at memories of her 
childhood. Void deck, to her, is the space that we all remember but 
too faintly.

The idea of void decks - as a communal space for residents to interact as well 
as hold events, functions and funeral rites - was introduced in the 1970s. It 
created a space for interactions between ethnicities. There used to be 
liveliness and vibrancy when we walked into any void deck, regardless of the 
time. We filled the “void” of the deck, with laughter and life. Alas, as we step 
into the present age, the Kampung spirit that was once representative of the 
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Singaporean spirit has gradually disappeared, with neighbours not speaking to 
each other. Instead, we see just polite nodding or a small wave of the hands.

Source B: Taken from a blog “5 factors that are killing the HDB’s Kampung 
spirit”, published in 2019.

Is there anything more Singaporean than going to lepak* in void decks? Back in 
the day, you could see barefoot kids playing soccer, badminton and chess in the 
afternoons. At the other side, ah mas and ah gongs would be playing ping pong; 
those are just memories we play back in our heads, today.

Three years ago, metal barriers and spikes were installed on walls, ceilings, and 
floors. This was to discourage ball games, as well as prevent people (mostly, the 
homeless) from sleeping in HDB void decks. Void decks are also growing smaller 
as newer estates focus on optimising land use.  Space is also taken away for 
childcare centres and elderly centres.

*Lepak is used to describe chilling out, or to relax at a place or home by not doing anything.

Source C: A cartoon accompanying an article on the dying Kampung spirit 
in Singapore published in The Straits Times, 2016.
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Source D: Taken from a Forum letter in The Straits Times, by a Singaporean, 
published on 24 Oct 1997.

There is no doubt that our nation has to equip itself well for the 21st century. 
However, there are those among us who still dream of the good old Kampung 
days of slow-paced living. It was an era of close bonds of love and friendship 
between all races. More significantly, there was a true sense of family ties, and 
family picnicking was the best-loved recreational activity during the weekends 
and the holidays. But who says that, with progress or even greater progress, 
the picnicking has to stop or that the family’s ties must become weaker or that 
mass friendship has to take a back seat and be a thing of the past?

We need to support our Government, which has been doing all the excellent 
navigating. I appeal to all mass communication networks to do their bit to help 
steer us to a greater tomorrow, not only for our national economy but for us as 
one united people. The networks ought to play a greater role, particularly in 
bringing back the good old Kampung spirit of good neighbourliness, close 
family ties and that special feeling that we are really one and not divided.
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Source E: Taken from a Channel News Asia commentary by Josephine Chia, 
published on 9 Aug 2019. She is a Singapore writer who has 
written some books about growing up in Kampung Potong Pasir in 
the 1950s-1970s.

Kampung life was full of hardships and deprivations. I can vouch for it, being 
born and brought up in Kampung Potong Pasir, just off Upper Serangoon 
Road. Throughout those years, my family never had a tap in our house or a 
telephone. However, we took every opportunity to be jolly rather than moan our 
plight. We were rich in spirit. We always had to share our toilet and bathroom 
with our neighbours.

Nostalgia about the Kampung does not mean that I romanticise about the past. 
But the precious qualities of resilience and sense of community we shared in 
the kampung are qualities to emulate to build a strong, united nation.

Source F: From Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong’s National Day message 
2018. Kampung Admiralty is the first-of-its-kind development in 
Singapore, which integrates housing for the elderly with a wide 
range of social, healthcare, communal, commercial, and retail 
facilities.

Kampung Admiralty, where retiree housing sits amid childcare, healthcare and 
other social amenities, is an example of what the Government is doing to 
transform education, healthcare and housing. It is bold and shows creative 
planning. It embodies the Kampung spirit - a colloquial term that refers to a 
community coming together to do things in unison.  Kampung Admiralty is a 
model for future public housing. It meets a need as our society ages, 
encouraging the residents and their families to come together to build a 
community.
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SECTION B (Structured-Response Question)

Answer both questions.

BEING PART OF A GLOBALISED WORLD

Study the extracts carefully, and then answer the questions.

Extract 1
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In his 2017 Budget speech, Singapore’s Finance Minister Heng Swee Keat 
warned about an inward-looking mood taking root in many countries and urged 
Singaporeans to continue to “go international, go digital and to innovate”. 

Extract 2

Globalisation affects our culture in many positive ways. It opens our eyes to 
various cultures, and has increased our understanding of one another. It exposes 
us to different ideas and values which can sometimes help us empower 
ourselves. Cultural exchanges can also bring about unique combinations 
between foreign and local cultures.

Extract 3

There are a number of negative impacts that globalisation has on cultural 
diversity, including the influence multinational corporations have on promoting a 
consumer culture and changing our societal values. This increased availability of 
commercial media and products can threaten local cultures.
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6 Extract 1 talks about what Singaporeans need to do to survive and thrive in 
a rapidly changing world.

In your own opinion, what are two ways to ensure that Singaporeans are 
effective global citizens? Explain your answer.                
[7]                                                                                                                                        

7 Extracts 2 and 3 describe the positive and negative impacts of globalisation 
on the culture of a society.

Do you think that the positive impacts on culture are more significant than 
the negative impacts? Explain your answer.                                                  
[8]        

End of Paper


