




















KEY POINTS FROM CHAPTER

What were the challenges facing the tsarist regime at the end of the nineteenth century?

1. Tsarist Russia was a vast country with a diverse population, making it a very difficult country to 
govern.

2. Russia was an autocracy, ruled by a tsar who was at the head of a large, unresponsive and inefficient 
bureaucracy.

3. The tsars used repressive measures and secret police to keep control.
4. Russia needed to modernise and industrialise if it was to compete with the developed countries of 

Western Europe and maintain its position as a major world power.
5. The task of modernising Russia was one that even the most able leader would have found difficult. 

Nicholas II was not a good leader for these circumstances he was not able, competent or decisive. He 
had little idea of the needs of his subjects. He resisted change and tried to preserve as much of the 
autocracy as he could.

6. Sergei Witte set in motion a process of modernisation but he was forced from office by conservative 
court influences and the problems engendered by rapid industrialisation and then recession.

7. Tsarist Russia faced challenges from different groups in Russia: the peasants, urban workers, national 
minorities and the intelligentsia engaged in forming political opposition to the government. All these 
groups had different and specific demands which the tsars were not able or willing to accommodate.

















Why was the Tsar able to survive the 1905 revolution?

1. The crucial factor was that the army remained loyal, despite a rash of mutinies. Once it had received pay and
changes to conditions of service, it supported the Tsar and could be employed in putting down the revolution in
the cities and later revolts in the countryside.

2. The various groups opposing the Tsar – the workers, the peasants, the liberal middle classes, students and wider
public in the cities and the national independence movements – did not combine to provide a co-ordinated and
elective opposition. They had different aims and purposes and did not act together to bring him down.

3. The October Manifesto split the liberals and socialists. The liberals wanted political reform and movement
towards a constitutional democracy; the socialists wanted a social revolution. Many liberals felt they had got
what they wanted out of the Manifesto and urged that the Tsar be supported.

4. The middle classes feared the continuation of violence and disorder. They wanted the revolution to stop and a
return to authority and control.

5. The government used brutal, repressive measures, especially punitive expeditions, to bring the populace into
line and beat them into submission. These methods were effective in re-establishing government control across
the Empire.

6. By the end of 1905, the government was in deep financial trouble. The cost of the war and falling tax revenues
were driving the government to the brink of financial collapse. However, Witte secured a huge loan, largely from
French bankers, in April 1906. This loan stabilised the economy and gave the government money to pay for its
functions for a year. lt paid for the troops who were needed to put down uprisings and restore order.





Political Development after 1905 

Did Nicholas II subscribed to his promise? 

Nicholas had shown that he was never really willing to work with or listen to the Duma.
He looked for excuses to close down sessions. He was only concerned with preserving the
autocracy, largely because he believed it was a better way of running Russia. He did not
accept that democratic government could be effective and did not understand that, by
passing some of his responsibilities to an elected assembly, he could avoid the criticism
and hostility directed at him from various sections of Russian society. Not all the blame
should be attached to the Tsar. The Kadets demands in the First Duma were very radical
and they were not prepared to compromise or be patient. As a result, the Duma
degenerated into quarrels and a bitter struggle between the Tsar and his supporters on
the Right, and the liberals and other parties on the Left. This did not allow for any
relationship of trust and co-operation to develop.
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Economic Development after 1905 

How did Stolypin’s policies affect the peasants and workers? 

SUMMARY OF MODERNISATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOMENT (1906-1917)

1. Peter Stolypin attempted to preserve the autocracy by bringing in reforms but he was attacked by left-
and right-wing politicians, indicating the difficulty of modernising Russia within the framework of an
autocracy.

2. Stolypin's reforms in agriculture attempted to create more productive independent peasants who
would support the regime but the reforms had only limited success. Agricultural production grew, but
despite some innovation, farming methods were still largely antiquated, using the strip system, and
organised by rural communes. Some peasants prospered while others remained impoverished. A
rootless and discontented class of landless peasants was growing. with many moving to the towns
and cities.

3. Industrial production grew steadily over the period but Russian industry was uneven and unbalanced.
4. The working classes were becoming more radical after the Lena Goldfields Massacre in 1912.

Militancy and strikes increased in 1912-14.

https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/lena-goldfields-massacre
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS LEADING TO THE 1917 FEBRUARY REVOLUTION

1. The revolutionary parties were not in a strong position in 1914 although support for the
Bolsheviks had revived after 1912.

2. The First World War had a devastating impact on Russia with millions killed and wounded.
Incompetent administration and the collapse of the distribution system resulted in a lack of
supplies, weapons and medical services at the Front and shortages of food and fuel in major
cities, especially Petrograd. Confidence in the government plummeted.

3. The professional classes and businessmen set up non-governmental organisations to improve
supplies of war materials, which seemed to offer an alternative form of government.

4. The Tsar made several bad mistakes. He went to the Front, taking personal responsibility for the
war. He would not work with the Progressive Bloc in the Duma or co-operate with the non-
governmental organisations. He left the Tsarina and Rasputin in charge of government.

5. The Tsarina and Rasputin created instability by changing ministers continually and became a
focus for criticism and antagonism towards the regime. The ruling élite lost confidence in the
Tsar

6. By the beginning of 1917 there was little support left for the Tsar and his government. A
spontaneous eruption of discontent in February 1917 saw him swept from power when the
army and its generals deserted him.
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