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Section A (Source-based Case Study)  
 

Question 1 is compulsory for all candidates. 

 
1 Role of Government in Working for the Good of Society   
 
Study the Background Information and the sources carefully, and then answer all the 

questions. 
 
You may use any of the sources to help you answer the questions, in addition to those 
sources which you are told to use. In answering the questions, you should use your 
knowledge of the topic to help you interpret and evaluate the sources. 
 
 
1 (a) Study Source A. 

 
What does the Source tell you about meritocracy in the education 
system? 

 
 
 
[5] 

    
    
 (b) Study Source B.   

 
Why was the source published? Explain your answer.  

 
 
[6] 

    
    
 (c) Study Source C and D.  

 
Does Source D prove Source C wrong? Explain your answer. 

 
 
[7] 

    
    
 (d) Study Source E.  
    
  How useful is Source E in telling you about the success of meritocracy 

in the education system? Explain your answer.  
 
[7] 

    
    
 (e) ‘Singapore education system has provided good education for 

Singaporeans.’ Using sources in this case study, explain how far you 
would agree with this statement.  

 
 
[10] 
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How far has meritocracy in the education system benefitted Singaporeans? 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Read this carefully.  It may help you answer some of the questions. 
 
At the international level, Singapore has a reputation for providing good, quality education. 
Her students frequently top the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) 
tests scores in subjects such as English, Mathematics and Science.  
 
Public education is envisioned as an enabler for a key principle in Singapore: Meritocracy. It 
is the belief that opportunities should be given to the most deserving, to those who strive for 
it and prove themselves the most capable. By providing a basic education for all, public 
education serves to create a fair playing field for all Singaporeans, regardless of their socio-
economic (SES) backgrounds. 
 
This principle is responsible for much competitiveness in the education system, and opinion 
is divided on whether this is beneficial or detrimental to students. Lately, there is a growing 
perception that the education system has only served to widen inequality in the society. 
Extra-curricular resources such as tuition or enrichment classes could upset the playing 
field, leading students of respective SESs to be consistently funneled into respective 
schools. Consequently, this leads to a lack of interaction between Singaporeans of different 
social economic statuses  
 
Study the following sources to determine if meritocracy in the education system has brought 
benefits to Singaporeans.  
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Source A: A cartoon on meritocracy, a core value of the public education system in 
Singapore. 

 

 
Source B: A study published in November 2018 by the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public 

Policy on the state of education system in Singapore. 
 

On average, Singaporeans who live in public housing have fewer than one friend who lives 
in private housing. Additionally, those who attend elite schools also tend to have fewer 
friends in non-elite schools, and vice versa. 
 
The reason why this occurs could lie in the principle of meritocracy itself. If one succeeds, 
they are perceived to have worked hard. Conversely, it is assumed that if one fails, it is 
because of a lack of effort, and by extension, character.    

 
 
Source C: An extract from a webpage of Mindchamps. Mindchamps is a preschool that 

provides enrichment programmes for children from 18 months to 6 years old. 
 

Many parents are unsure whether competition is good for kids. However, it is clear that 
competition endows students with a bounty of benefits. Competition in school has been 
proven to nurture inquisitiveness in children. They learn how to look within themselves to 
find a solution rather than blame others. The pressure and stress they experience helps 
children to have the aptitude from a very young age because they learn resilience and 
persistence.  

  

Academic Success 
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Source D: An extract from an article on South China Morning Post, a Hong Kong based 
newspaper, titled Singapore’s education system: streaming, stress and suicides.  

 

In 2015, there were a reported 27 suicides among 10- to 19-year-olds in Singapore, double 
that of the previous year and the highest in more than a decade, according to the 
Samaritans of Singapore. In May 2016, an 11-year-old boy jumped to his death from the 
17th floor of a flat block, fearful of sharing his examination results with his parents. It was the 
first time the child had failed a subject. 
 
The problems inherent in Singapore’s education system will be familiar to Hongkongers. 
Both cities have large class sizes, are highly competitive, and focus on rote learning and test 
results, with a culture of extracurricular private tutorials. 
 
 
Source E: An extract from a Straits Times article featured on Jurong Pioneer Junior College 

(JPJC) school webpage, titled PJC student aces A levels despite financial and 
emotional stress. 

 

Miss Esther Tan, 18, collected her A-level results yesterday and scored As in H2 History, 
H1 Maths, Project Work and Chinese. She said, “I had a lot of anxiety. I had to juggle my 
family and my studies and there was stress from the A levels. I didn’t want what was 
happening to stop me from doing well. I knew that if I could get a good grade, I could land 
a good job and pull my family out of our current troubles.” 
 
Her father’s health had taken a turn for the worse when she was at school, plunging the 
family into financial difficulty. Esther, who was a class manager, said that her teachers 
were one of her biggest sources of support during this time.  
She has been awarded the teaching scholarship and will pursue history in the National 
University of Singapore (NUS).  
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SECTION B (Structured-Response Question) 

Question 2 is compulsory for all candidates. 

2.  Being Part of a Globalised World 

Study the extracts carefully, and then answer the questions. 

 

Extract 1 

An important finding of the National Security Awareness Survey is that 60 percent of 

Singaporeans recognised Singapore as a terrorist target and only 20 percent felt the threat 

as imminent.  Hence while 60 per cent of Singaporeans are aware of the terrorist threat only 

20 per cent are really prepared for it. 

Extract 2  

Global terrorism is on the rise and Singapore is facing our highest level of terror threat. The 
Home Team has been stepping up our fight against terrorism and more resources have 
been committed to strengthening our security forces. 
 
Extract 3 

ASEAN’s efforts to address terrorism and transnational crime started even before the 

September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States. ASEAN and its member countries are 

committed at the highest level to fighting terrorism bilaterally, regionally and multilaterally.   

 

(a) Extract 1 shows that Singaporeans do not see terrorism threat as imminent and only 

about 20 per cent of us are really prepared for a possible attack. 

 

In your opinion, what do you think Singaporeans can do to prepare themselves for a 

possible terrorist attack?  Explain your answer using two ways.   [7] 

 

(b) Extracts 2 and Extract 3 are about how the Singapore government and a regional 

organisation such as ASEAN are prepared to manage transnational terrorism. 

 

How far do you agree that it is more important for the Singapore government to 
manage transnational terrorism within the country than to collaborate with the 
international community in managing transnational terrorism? Explain your answer.             

[8] 


