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Section A 
 

You must answer Question 1. 
 

The End of the Cold War and Collapse of the USSR 
 

1. Read the sources and answer the questions which follow. 
 
Source A 

 
A cartoon in a British newspaper, 1988 

 
Source B 
 
East-West relations, which were at the top of her list in discussions here with Reagan and 
Bush, have been profoundly affected by Gorbachev's policies, Thatcher declared. The 
previous "minimal relationship" with Moscow that narrowly centered on arms control has now 
been expanded to encompass trade, culture and many other major issues, she said. 
 
"I expect Mr. Gorbachev to do everything he can to continue his reforms. We will support it," 
said Thatcher, who will play host to the Soviet leader in London Dec. 12-14, a few days after 
he meets with Reagan and Bush in New York. 
 
Thatcher, along with Reagan, has been among the most conservative of major world leaders 
when it comes to domestic policy and military requirements. However, she has been 
outspokenly impressed with Gorbachev from her first meeting with him in London in 
December 1984, three months before he took power in the Kremlin, when she said in a then-
controversial remark that "we can do business together." 
 

An American newspaper report, November 1988 



 
 

8821/HCI/PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION/2018 
2 

Source C 
 
The one-time movie actor accomplished something no one had been able to do. He won the 
Cold War - without firing a shot. When Reagan took office in 1980, the world had existed for 
decades under the threat of nuclear holocaust between communism and democracy. The two 
superpowers had steadily growing atomic arsenals of incredible destructive power. Early on 
in his presidency, Reagan moved to hone the nation's defenses to razor edge. That military 
buildup, together with spending billions on the so-called "Star Wars" defense program, forced 
the Soviets into a more heated effort to stay ahead of the United States in the arms race. 
Reagan's continuing military buildup sowed the seeds of the ultimate end of communism in 
the Soviet Union and also the Cold War. As it turned out, Russia lost, bankrupting itself in the 
process. The spending exposed the many cracks in the Soviet Union's monolithic tyranny and 
led ultimately to its total collapse. Was it worth it? Of course. It must be. 

 
Extract from a conservative newspaper in the USA, August 1992 

 
Source D 
 
The United States won what was, for all practical purposes, the “third world 
war.”……American strategic offensive against Soviet power was in no small part held 
together by an understanding of Soviet economic weakness and a determination to exploit 
that weakness…... 
 
Perhaps the most sensitive element of the economic war was a long term diplomatic strategy 
to drive down world energy prices. Most importantly, it is now known that the close security 
relationship forged by the Reagan administration with Saudi Arabia gave the United States 
influence over Saudi production decisions. The consequent reduction in oil prices in the 1980s 
not only helped the American economy, but was part of the administration’s strategy for 
undermining the Soviet economy, which was highly reliant on hard currency earnings from oil 
sales.  

 
Extract from a journal article by an American academic, 1997 

 
Source E 
 
“The Soviet factor,” nevertheless, proved to be a crucial factor in the success of the peaceful 
revolutions in Eastern Europe and in the fall of the Berlin Wall. The Gorbachev leadership 
adhered to the illusory belief in “socialism with human face” as a possible third option for 
Eastern Europe, between old style communism and capitalism. And it was categorically 
against any direct interference, either by military or non-military means, lest it compromise 
Gorbachev’s global project of a new world order based on his “new thinking.” One day, when 
the Central and East Europeans overcome their post-communist hangover, and the political 
bickering between former reformed communists and former dissidents becomes history, 
memorials may be erected to remember the [wonderful year] of 1989. And perhaps, among 
the various figures on the bas-relief frieze, there might be a place for Gorbachev, the 
inadvertent liberator. 
 

Vladislav Zubok, a historian in a journal, 2017 
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Now answer the following parts of question 1: 
 
 

(a) Compare and contrast Source C and D as evidence on the foreign policy of the USA 
towards the Soviet Union.             [10] 

 
 

(b) How far do Sources A – E support the assertion that the end of the Cold War was a 
result of Gorbachev’s initiatives?            [30] 
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Section B 
 

You must answer two questions from this section. 
 

EITHER 
 
 
2 To what extent would you agree that Sino-Soviet relations during the Cold War was 

determined more by ideology rather than security and economics.        [30] 
 
OR 
 
3 “Singapore’s foreign policy during the Cold War valued survival above all else.” 

Discuss.                                   [30] 
 
 
 
AND EITHER 
 
 
4 How far would you agree that the Security Council was politically ineffective during 

the Cold War?               [30] 
 
OR 
 
5     Assess the effectiveness of the peacekeeping operations by the United Nations in 

Kosovo.                [30] 
 
 
 
 

END of PAPER 
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