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Section A 
 
Text 1 
 
Study the webpage below and answer Questions 1 – 4 in the Question paper booklet. 
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Tired of the wasting away the holidays at home? 

Feeling unproductive and bored? 

Join us at Food Playground for some Hands-on Cooking Fun! 

Would you like to learn some practical life skills and unearth your hidden culinary skills during 

the upcoming school holidays? This 2-day Culinary Skills Boot Camp by Food Playground is the 

perfect launch pad to help learners achieve the following: 

Learning Objectives 
1. Understand food hygiene and food preparation basics 

2. Learn to prepare and cook authentic recipes from scratch 

3. Learn how to manage time and work under pressure 

4. Learn how to incorporate healthier ingredients in recipes 

5. Learn to work in teams and develop empathy 

 

This course will be conducted at our own fully equipped cooking studio at Haji Lane. Each 

class will have a practical and experiential approach to learning. Upon completion, each 

student will walk away with unforgettable memories and lifelong skills! 

 

Discover your Culinary Talent 

#1 Cooking School in Singapore on TripAdvisor 

Boot Camps 
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Section B 

Text 2 

The text below describes how Aoife who is dyslexic and has difficulty reading, tries to hide her 

condition. Read the text carefully and answer Questions 5 -15 in the Question Paper Booklet. 
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Aoife’s daily toil up the stairs of her apartment block was a constant reminder of the secret she 
was hiding from others. She never took the elevator. 
‘I guess this is how my life will always be. Here’s to a healthy lifestyle!’ chuckled Aoife to herself 
in a bid to make light of what fate had dealt her. 
Gripping on to the handrail to haul herself up that last flight of stairs, she saw the sign.  
 
It would to anyone else, have said ‘Sixth Floor’, but to Aoife, the letters possessed a life of their 
own, dancing before her. In fact, they were taunting her for her inability to decipher them. Like a 
deer caught in the headlights she stood and she had to will herself out of that state. One minute 
the sign might say ‘Sixth Floor’ but the next minute, the letters would have shifted and turned into 
’Gut Flour’. She could not read. That was her own private truth. Because of it, she had to lead a 
double life. But nobody knew. Not a soul. Not her friends, not her colleagues and certainly not 
her family. She had kept it from all of them, feeling herself brimming with the secret of it her whole 
life. 
 
She had, over the years, perfected a number of implausible acts to cover up her problem. She 
said she was short-sighted or had forgotten her glasses or even that her eyes were tired. In 
restaurants, she would shut her menu- never too fast- and ask her companion to order for her. 
She had a casual way of passing a page to someone next to her and asking for it to be read to 
her. And of course, with a cunning she honed out of necessity, she spotted the kind of people 
who were only too happy for a chance to show off how well they could read. Then, she listened 
carefully and with great concentration. She appeared to the world as slightly eccentric and a little 
detached as she opened up the part of her mind that remembered things so that, if anyone were 
to question her about the content of the text, she could repeat it back to them flawlessly.    
 
Aoife worked in an art store and one day she saw through the shop window the famous 
photographer Evelyn Nemetov, standing on the pavement as if she were just another member 
of the human race. Not wanting to miss the opportunity of a lifetime, Aoife willed Evelyn to come 
into the store, beaming sunshine with her smile, and Evelyn did! While Aoife sold her what she 
needed, they struck up a conversation and what resulted was not what Aoife could ever imagine: 
she found herself with a job as Evelyn’s assistant. She would be going on photography shoots 
with her; there was no mention of dealing with contracts or answering letters. Aoife was feeling 
incredibly lucky. Fate was finally kind to her. 
 
However, on her fifth day of work, Evelyn handed her a contract and asked her to fill it in before 
walking out of the room. Aoife took it and laid it on the table. Her hopes were dashed and as 
reality sank in, Aoife found it difficult to draw breath into her lungs. She scanned the undulating 
strings of letters whose size tested the eyes. The white page on the table was crammed with 
text, impossibly miniscule text, letters which looked to her like lines of ants crawling over the 
page. They clustered and rearranged themselves before her. Seconds later, in Aoife’s eyes the 
text appeared to change: the letters began moving from horizontal lines going from left to right, 
until they gradually regrouped themselves into long vertical columns going from top to bottom, 
like grasses swaying in the wind. Suffocating panic crammed Aoife’s throat. Her ideal job was a 
short-lived fantasy. She was fighting back tears, knowing that it was over, that this job was 
doomed like many other jobs before it, and she was weighing up the pros and cons of just walking 
out when she heard Evelyn coming back along the corridor. As she came into the room, she 
said. ‘All finished with the contract?’ 
 
Her mind screamed the two choices: continue her charade and face the music later or end it all 
now. Delaying the inevitable aftermath seemed more favourable. Aoife lifted the contract with 
only the tips of her fingers, masking her emotions with a nod and smile. She wasn’t aware of the 
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moment in which she made the decision but it felt to her as if the contract radiated toxic material. 
She slid it into a blue folder and put the folder into a box on top of the filing cabinet. Driven by a 
burning desire to hold on to the job, she turned around and proclaimed confidently, ‘Yes, the 
work’s all done.’ 
 
Since that day, over the many months she had worked for Evelyn, the blue folder in the box on 
the top of the filing cabinet had grown. Every bit of paper she was handed, every letter she 
opened, every request or contract or application that came through the door, she placed in there.  
The blue folder was soon a swelling lie threatening to spill at any moment. Any day now, she 
thought, she would get the bulging folder down and deal with it. Somehow.  
 
 

Adapted from Instructions for a Heatwave by Maggie O’ Farrell 
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Section C 

Text 3 

The article below is about human cloning and the controversy behind it. Read the text carefully and 

answer Questions 16 - 22 in the Question Paper Booklet. 

1 Human cloning is ethically wrong from all facets. Scientists are playing God for selfish reasons: 
to appease their curiosity, to push boundaries of Science and even worst, to satiate the 
appalling yet predictable hunger for money. For the laymen, what makes reproductive cloning 
morally troubling is that its primary purpose is to create children of a certain breed. Although a 
few eccentric narcissists might aspire to create genetic replicas of themselves, the real market 
for designer children is in the desire of ambitious parents to produce children with genetic traits 
superior to their own. The moral problem with this lies in its assault on the understanding of 
children as gifts rather than possessions, or projects of our will, or vehicles for our happiness. 
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 2 Cloning of human embryos has already been achieved and it is only a matter of time before 
human cloning is a reality for anyone with enough cash and willing to take the risks of a 
hideously malformed child. There is also a possibility that the child may be born with life-
threatening illnesses like cancer. Huge amounts of money have also been invested in human 
cloning research. Teams have announced their aim and many have come forward with offers 
of eggs, their own adult cells and money – and the US still has no laws to prevent human cloning 
from happening, nor do most other countries of the world.  
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3 The result is a secretive network of laboratories working illegally to clone humans. Then US 
President Bill Clinton launched an immediate 90 day report into the implications for human 
cloning as soon as the news of Dolly became public. Dolly the sheep, cloned from an adult's 
frozen cells showed that animals (and in theory people) could be cloned after death. US 
scientists also revealed that they had cloned monkeys using cells from an embryo. The British 
scientist responsible for Dolly admitted to a Parliamentary committee on 6 March 1997 that 
human cloning could be possible in two to three years. The news on these cloning experiments 
exposed the fact that most nations of the world had little or no legislation covering genetic 
engineering. Governments do not stop private companies from funding these clinical trials 
under the radar. Furthermore, some political leaders take a permissive stand and continue to 
buy into the argument that cloning is done in the name of research. This has to change.  
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4 What's more, governments are unable to come up with solid decisions regarding cloning laws. 
Clinton announced in May 1997 that human cloning should be banned. He was warmly 
applauded. However, what he went on to say was that the proposed ban was only for 5 years, 
and that basic human cloning technique could continue, though not with government money. In 
other words "Clones may be made, but not born for the next five years". Meanwhile UK 
Parliament in January 2001 made experimental creation of human clones legal, so long as the 
embryos were made for medical research and destroyed before implantation. 
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5 Scientists further their human cloning projects by purposely keeping truth from the public. 
Hence, Dolly's creation was only known to the public when she was already 7 months old. They 
think the public has no real understanding and so these matters should be kept from the public 
eye, discussed only by scientists. The people involved in cloning are largely interested in profit. 
One such industry scientist, Richard Seed, said over two years ago that he was a few weeks 
away from his human cloning experiments. He had attracted money and people. He had been 
followed by Clonaid, a new human cloning organisation with cash and 300 couples ready to 
start. Dr Seed declared that he cannot be stopped from human cloning under current US law, 
and if human cloning laws are changed he will move the work to Mexico. He has announced a 
human cloning lab for Japan with purchase of land and $15 million backing.  
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6 What will be the next human cloning headline? You can be sure that we will see a continuous 
stream of new revelations on such projects. The lax legislation and influence of corporations  
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will ensure that it is politically acceptable for scientists to come out of the woodwork and talk 
about these things. 

 

 

 

Adapted from ‘Human Cloning’ by Dr Patrick Dixon 


