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Section A
Toxt 1
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Text 2

3
Section B

The text below describes events leading up to an encounter with a baby whale during a routine
Swim practice. Read it carefully and answer Questions 5 — 14 in the Question Booklet.

1

There was something splendid and magical about being on the ocean, moving between
the heavens and the earth, knowing that you could encounter anything on your journey.
The stars had set. The sky and sea were inky black, \so black | could not see my hands
pulling water in front of my face, so black there was no separation between _the sea and
the skV;They melted together. \The water was chilly and as frigid as ice.\And | was 5
swimmihg on pace, moving at about sixty strokes per minute, etching a small silvery
groove across the magnificent wide ocean. There were vast and silent forces swirling
around me: these currents were wrapping around me like long braids of soft black
quuorice‘,}n was pulling arduously with my arms, trying to slice through them.3

As | swam, all | heard were the waves, the typical rhythm of my hands splashing into the 10
water, the breaths that | drew into my mouth and lungs, and the long gurgling of silvery
bubbles rolling slowly into the sea. | slid into my usual pace but this time | felt the water
below me shudder. It was not a rogue wave or a current. It felt like something else. It was
moving closer. The water was shaking harder and buckling below me. All at once, for the

very first time | felt very small and very alone in the deep dark sea. Then | heard a sound. 15
I thought it was coming from the ocean's depths. At first it seemed to be a whisper, then

it grew louder, steadily, like someone trying to shout for help but unable to get the words

out. | kept swimming and trying to figure out what was happening.

The sound changed. It became stranger, like the end of an eerie shrill. tl-n my mind, |

silently screamed a list of the ocean sounds | knew and compared them with what | was 20

hearingJThere were no matches. The hairs on my arms were standing straight out.

Whateveér it was, was moving closer. | checked the sky above and the distant horizon.

Both were dull and as black as ink and there was not a cloud in the sky. I lifted my head

to see the height of the wave. The shore break was not increasing and there were not any

wind waves. Not even dimples on the ocean's s:ffﬁe. There was no sign of a storm. 25

However, the energy in the water was so intense that it was buzzing like angry <

bumbiebaes. It did not make any sense! 7 3 X
fall \7¥ ewj-a ¢ '(SL

Then it happened. A big tuna weighing maybe ten kilograms rocketed out of the water.

He smacked into my back and startled me. Then another bounced off my shoulders. | had

to roll on my side and catch my breath. It was raining tuna! What weird, wild, and 30
wonderful thing. \!t occurred to me that these tuna would probablyattrac) larger fish and

the only larger fish | could think of were sharks. Hence, | decided to move closer to shore,
away from the feeding throngs.’)lt was my last kilometre back to the pier when | became
aware that something was swimming with me. The ocean was charged with energy as if

a squall was moving in; thousands of baby anchovy darted through the water like lit 35
sparklers, trying to evade something larger.Whatever it was, it felt large enough to be a
white shark coursing beneath my body.\ Imagine my relief when it became clear after a
while that it was a baby gray whale — following alongside me for quite some time.

I had been swimming for more than an hour; | needed to get out of the water to rest, but

| realised that if | did, the young calf would follow me onto shoré and (die from collapsed 40
lungs. \The baby whale — five metres long — was migrati ree-month trek to its
feedirng grounds in the Beri Sea, a 13,000km-journey. (Normally, it would have to be
carried on its mother's ba much of that distanc €pendent on its mother

milk for food so as not to starve to death — baby whates drink almost 200 litres of milk a
day. | needed to find the mother whale. Something so majestic and enormous — the 45
mother whale was fifteen metres long — suddenly seemed very small and insignificant in

the vast Pacific Ocean. How could | possibly find her?

liquorice! - the dried root of a Mediterranean plant, used in medicines and to give flavour to food, especially sweets
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Text 3

The text below is about the history of paper. Read it carefully and answer Questions 15 —~ 21 in the

"
Section C

Queestion Booklet.

1

The history of paper is inextricably-linked with that of culture and science. The spark that
set off the invention of paper was simple but extremely significant. Humans had an urgent
need: to communicate certain information to each other in written form. The information
had to be set on a lightweight and durable medium that was easily transportable. The
invention of paper allowed papyrus and parchment to be replaced with a material that was
easier and, with the advent of new production techniques, cheaper to make.

The amival of digital media has perhaps obscured the fundamental role that paper has
played in spreading knowledge: it should not be forgotten that, until a few decades ago,
the dissemination of any idea required a sheet of paper. The history of paper has mirrored
the evolution of human society over the centuries: from the dissemination of scientific and
philosophical knowledge to the spread of education right up to the creation of the kind of

political and historical consciousness which gave birth to the modern nation state.

10

Historical sources credit the invgntion of paper to Cai Lun, a dignitary serving the imperial
Chinese court who, in AD_105 (Began producing sheets of paper from scraps of oid rags,
tree bark and fishing nets]The Chinese guarded the secret of paper-making jealously for
many centuries until, in the 6th century, their invention was brought to Japan by a’mﬂt
monk, Dam Jing. The Japanese immediately learnt papermaking techniques a an
using pulp derived from mulberry bark to produce this precious material themselveﬂl’he
Arab world discovered the secrets of papermaking in AD_751, whe e governor-general
of the Caliphate of Bagdad founded a paper mill in the Uzbek cit&ﬁgrom here, aided by
an abundance of hemp and linen, two high-quality raw materials perfect for making paper,
production spread to other cities in Asi@ he process for making paper employed by t
Arabs involved soaking rags in water to obtain a homogenous pulp, which was then sifted
to separate the fibres from the wateh The sheets thus obtained were subsequently
pressed, dried and finally covered with a layer of rice starch to make them more receptive
to inkJ{n the same period, people in Egypt and North Africa also started to make paper
using the same techniques employed in the Arab world.

It was not until théth century that paper arrived in Europe'.\with the Arab conquest of
Sicily and Spain. I\owever, paper was quickly considered an inferior-quality matenrial
compared to parchment, so much so that, in 1221, Holy Roman Emperor Frederick Il
prohibited its use for public documents. Rice starch, in fact, was an attractive food source
for insects, which meant sheets of paper did not last long. [The history of paper owes much
to Italy, which started producing paper using linen and hémp in the 12th century)\These
papermakers introduced important innovations by mechanising rag grinding, sigrii icantly
reducing the time it took to produce pulp. ']

5

<X [The industrial manufacturé?p?p‘e?b‘egarﬂn1he‘1 9th century with the expansion of mass-

Q@'\q(sfirculation newspapers and the first best-selling novels, which required enormous

quantities of cheap paper.)As demand for papermaking rags outstripped supply,
alternative materials were sought, like wood pulp. Once again, the history of paper and
the history of humankind were closely intertwined: with the spread of cheap paper, books
and newspapers became accessible to all, leading to an explosion of literacy among the
middle classes. But it was not until the turn of the century that paper would be dramatically
employed for other uses, likeﬁoilet and wrapping paper, toys and interior decoration]The

history of paper is far from over, and this fascinating and useful material will remain with
us for years to come.
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