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Section A 

Source-based Case Study (35 marks) 

Question 1 is compulsory for all candidates. 

 

Study the sources carefully and then answer all the questions. 

 

You may use any of the sources to help you answer the questions, in addition to those sources 

you were told to use. In answering the questions, you should use your knowledge of the topic 

to help you interpret and evaluate the sources. 

 
 

1a) Study Source A. 
What does the source tell you about extremists? Explain your answer. 
  

[5m] 

  b) Study Sources B and C. 
Does Source B prove Source C wrong as evidence about the Sri Lankan 
Police Chief? Explain your answer.  
 

[7m] 
 

  c) Study Source D. 
Are you surprised by what the source says about the terrorists’ socio-
economic background? Explain your answer. 
 

[7m] 
 
 

 d)  Study Source F. 
Why was this cartoon published? Explain your answer. 
 

[6m] 

 e)  “Sri Lanka is able to manage terrorism.” 
Using sources from this case study, explain how far you would agree with 
this statement.  
  

[10m] 
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What caused the security crisis in Sri Lanka? 
 

1 BEING PART OF A GLOBALISED WORLD 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Read this carefully. It may help you to answer some of the questions. 
 
At least 290 people, including 45 foreign nationals died in a series of blasts carried out by suicide 
bombers on Easter Sunday, 21 April 2019. The attacks were targeted at high-end hotels in the 
capital and churches where worshippers were attending Easter services. Authorities suspected a 
local radical preacher, who led one of the local religious extremist groups – the National 
Thowheeth Jama’ath (NTJ), to be the mastermind of the well-coordinated attacks. The Sri Lankan 
President quickly came under fire for his failure to act on a detailed warning sent by their 
intelligence unit about the NTJ’s plans to attack.  
 
The Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) later on claimed responsibility for the bombings. ISIS is 
known to have built its global network from existing extremist groups around the world. It has 
been looking to bolster its presence in the South Asian region after being driven out of its self-
styled caliphate in Iraq and Syria. Factors like poverty, neglect, discrimination coupled with weak 
governance in countries like Sri Lanka have also encouraged people to turn to extreme ideologies. 
 
Study the following sources to find out what caused the security crisis in Sri Lanka. 
 
Source A:  A cartoon about the Sri Lankan bombing published by an American cartoonist on 

24 April 2019. 
 

 

YOU SHOULD SEE THEIR FACES 
WHEN THEY REALISE THEY 
WORSHIP THE SAME ‘GOD’! 

The Devil 

Extremists 
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Source B: An excerpt of an official statement released by the Sri Lankan President’s Office, 
published on 26 April 2019. 

 

President Sirisena said that the National Thowheeth Jama’ath carried out the attack at the 
least expected moment under the instructions and leadership of a foreign terrorist 
organisation to cause the appalling loss of human lives. The extremist group had received 
training since 2015, but our security services did not have enough evidence to start legal 
actions against them. The Defence Secretary and Inspector General of Police failed to inform 
the President about the intelligence agency letter from a friendly foreign country sent on 4 
April 2019, warning about possible attacks on churches and places of public gathering. The 
President has asked them to tender their resignations immediately and they agreed to do so. 
He added that an appropriate process will be implemented while completely reorganising the 
security services including the State Service and Intelligence Units. 

 
 
Source C:  A statement by Sri Lanka’s Police Chief who had been blamed by the President 

for the country’s intelligence blunder, published by The Times of India on 3 June 
2019. 

 

Sri Lanka’s suspended police chief – Inspector General Pujith Jayasundara has accused 
President Sirisena of failing to prevent the Easter bombings as he filed a petition in the 
Supreme Court against his unfair dismissal following the catastrophic intelligence failure. 
Jayasundara claimed the President excluded him from attending the National Security Council 
and had asked the Head of State Intelligence Service (SIS) – Sri Lanka’s spy agency – to report 
to him directly on matters of national security. 

 
 
Source D:  Investigation report on the Sri Lankan bombers, published in The Wall Street 

Journal on 29 April 2019. 
 

Investigators tracked the Sri Lankan bombers through encrypted messages on Telegram that 
they exchanged with each other and also the ISIS points of contact. Two sons of a wealthy 
spice trader in Sri Lanka were among the bombers. One of the remaining bombers - Abdul 
Latheef Mohamed Jameel, pledged allegiance to the ISIS. Jameel studied engineering in 
London for a year in 2006. He was believed to have trained with ISIS in Syria in 2014 for six 
months. His target was the Taj Samudra, a luxury hotel on Colombo’s seafront. There were no 
bag checks at the entrance, according to a Taj executive. “Since the end of the civil war in 
2009, security has been more relaxed at all the hotels,” she said. Three other bombers are 
being investigated for travels to Turkey, Syria or Iraq, where they could have come into 
contact with ISIS personnel to learn bomb-making and combat skills. 
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Source E:  Comment by Anne Speckhard, the Head of the International Centre for the Study 
of Violent Extremism on 23 April 2019. Speckhard has interviewed more than 600 
terrorists. 

 

In 2016, The Sri Lankan government acknowledged that 32 Muslims from “well-educated and 
elite” families had gone to Syria to join ISIS. These are people that probably already had the 
ideology when they travelled to Syria, but there, it just got strengthened. It’s really a viral 
ideology, and it’s dangerous. If ISIS can attract 45,000 people worldwide, that’s no small thing. 
We have to be as clever as them. They use very emotionally charged images. They show 
atrocities against Muslims and pair them with music and religious scriptures. They twist the 
religious verses that do not even resemble mainstream Islam. They are adept and fast so we 
have to do the same thing. We have to fight back with things that are rational and emotional. 
We have to be active on the Internet just like them.  

 
 
Source F:  An American cartoon on terrorism published online on 21 April 2019. 
 

 
 
 

Acknowledgement:  
 

Source A: https://politicalcartoons.com/sku/224435/ 
Source B: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/suspended-police-head-blames-president-sirisena-for-failing-to-prevent-lanka-

attack/articleshow/69629901.cms 

Source C: http://www.pmdnews.lk/we-will-meet-this-challenge-and-defeat-terrorism-president/ 
 

Source D: https://www.wsj.com/articles/sri-lanka-attacks-show-isiss-reach-even-after-defeat-11556561912 

Source E: https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/04/23/sri-lanka-attack-is-the-wave-of-the-future-isis-terrorism-returnees/ 
Source F: https://www.caglecartoons.com/viewimage.asp?ID={C16E0AFD-C283-4835-A2CE-12E1478D32CC} 

 

 
 

https://politicalcartoons.com/sku/224435/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/suspended-police-head-blames-president-sirisena-for-failing-to-prevent-lanka-attack/articleshow/69629901.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/suspended-police-head-blames-president-sirisena-for-failing-to-prevent-lanka-attack/articleshow/69629901.cms
http://www.pmdnews.lk/we-will-meet-this-challenge-and-defeat-terrorism-president/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/sri-lanka-attacks-show-isiss-reach-even-after-defeat-11556561912
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/04/23/sri-lanka-attack-is-the-wave-of-the-future-isis-terrorism-returnees/
https://www.caglecartoons.com/viewimage.asp?ID=%7bC16E0AFD-C283-4835-A2CE-12E1478D32CC%7d
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Section B (15 marks) 
Structured Response Question  

Question 2 is compulsory for all candidates. 

Start this section on a fresh sheet of paper. 
 

2 LIVING IN A DIVERSE SOCIETY  

Study the extracts carefully, and then answer the questions.  

Extract 1 

Odd-job worker Chua Teo Aik, 64, wanders the streets by day and sleeps by the waterfront in 
the Marina Bay’s financial district at night. 
 

 
© 14 October 2017, https://www.todayonline.com 

Extract 2  

In Denmark, the Netherlands and some other European countries, assimilation is the policy 
through which these countries manage their highly diverse populations. 
 
Extract 3  

Integration can be described as a “two-way street”. Immigrants are exposed to local norms 
while locals adapt to the presence of immigrants in the community. 
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Extract 1 illustrates the presence of poverty in Singapore. 
 
a) In your opinion, what can be done to reduce poverty in Singapore? 

Explain your answer using two strategies. 
 

      [ 7 ] 

Extract 2 and 3 reflect on assimilation and integration as approaches to managing the impacts 
of socio-cultural diversity in societies.       
 
b) Do you think that assimilation is more effective than integration in 

managing the impacts of socio-cultural diversity? Explain your answer.  
 

      [ 8 ] 

   
 

THE END 
 


