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1128/01/Prelim/4EXP5NA/2021 

Section A [10 marks] 

 
Question 1  
 
Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the drought in Taiwan. The first and 
last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are 
two more lines with no errors. 
 
If there is NO error in a line, put a ( √ ) in the space provided.  
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided. 
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence. 
 
Examples : 
 
I arrived     to    my destination at 2 pm.                                  at_____ 
 
My mother always wears sensible clothes.                        √_____ 
 
 
Sun Moon Lake was once a popular tourist spot in Taiwan. But now the bottom 

of the lake is Instagram-famous for a grim reason: one of the worst droughts 

to hit the island in decades. The parched lake bed – with snake cracks across 

the ground as far as the eye can see – have drawn the attention of influencers, 

who have trekked to the site to take visually arresting photos of the terrain and 

posted it online. The situation is extremely dire. Water supplies for agricultural 

irrigation have been shut off across its farmland and farmers whom have been 

hit hard are worried. Household in the areas under tight restrictions also go 

without running water twice a week. The authorities are drilling extra wells, but 

military planes are dumping cloud-seeding chemicals in hopes at triggering 

downpours. The Ministry of Finance allocate 2.5 billion New Taiwan dollars in 

March to drill wells and build emergency seawater desalination facilities.  

 
Adapted from The New York Times Company (2021) 
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Section A [10 marks] 

 
Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about the drought in Taiwan. The first and last 
lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error in each line. There are two 
more lines with no errors. 

 
If there is NO error in a line, put a ( √ ) in the space provided.  
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space provided. 
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence. 

 
Examples : 

 
I arrived     to    my destination at 2 pm.                          at_____ 
My mother always wears sensible clothes.                        √_____ 

 
 

 
Sun Moon Lake was once a popular tourist spot in Taiwan. But now the bottom 

of the lake is Instagram-famous for a grim reason: one of the worst droughts 

to hit the island in decades. The parched lake bed – with snake cracks across 

the ground as far as the eye can see – have drawn the attention of influencers, 

who have trekked to the site to take visually arresting photos of the terrain and 

posted it online. The situation is extremely dire. Water supplies for agricultural 

irrigation have been shut off across its farmland and farmers whom have been 

hit hard are worried. Household in the areas under tight restrictions also go 

without running water twice a week. The authorities are drilling extra wells, but 

military planes are dumping cloud-seeding chemicals in hopes at triggering 

downpours. The Ministry of Finance allocate 2.5 billion New Taiwan dollars in 

March to drill wells and build emergency seawater desalination facilities.  

           
Adapted from The New York Times Company (2021) 
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1128/01/Prelim/4EXP5NA/2021 

MARKING GUIDE        1128/01 
                                    23 AUGUST 2021 
 

No Word Wrong Correct Word Grammar Item 

Q1 - - - 

Q2 snake snaking Verb form 

Q3 have has Subject-verb agreement 

Q4 - - - 

Q5 it them Pronouns 

Q6 whom who Relative pronouns 

Q7 Household Households Subject-verb agreement 

Q8 but and conjunction 

Q9 at of Preposition 

Q10 allocate allocated tense – past 

 

1) Candidates need to be aware of tenses. One of the worst droughts. 

2) Candidates need to be aware of identifying adjectives and adjective phrases which are 

common in passages. In this case, parched lake, snaking/snaky cracks. 

3) While many candidates were able to get this right, a handful of candidates were confused 

by the long sentence and forgot to check for SVA error. The subject of the sentence is “The 

parched lake bed”. 

4) Most of the candidates were able to get this right.  

5) Many candidates answered this question wrongly. They identified ‘posted’ as the error. 

Again, students are reminded to be mindful of tenses. What is supposed to be posted 

online are the photos as written in the previous line.  

6) Candidates are advised to familiarise themselves on the difference between the use of 

‘who’ and ‘whom’. 

7) 8), 9), and 10) Most of the candidates were able to get this right. 

 

  


