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1. The Arts are all about freedom of expression. Do you agree? ()| vl H\I.

Key Terms

The Arts: The arts are a very wide range of human practices of creative expression,
storytelling and cultural participation.

Prominent examples of the arts include:

° YNV\U\l W}‘l (including architecture, ceramics, drawing, filmmaking,

painting, photography, and sculpting)
° é\l f A m’b[ (including fiction, drama, poetry, and prose)
° { i {__ (including dance, music, and theatre)

Freedom of Expression: The freedom and right to hM Our Jwy upivinyg

to express yourself and\ to access information and the opin‘ions and éxpressions of
others &i% W' 0 G!V_\a \V_V&g[&yﬁmg - This includes the right to express
your views aloud (for'example through public protest and demonstrations) or

through:

published articles, books or leaflets
television or radio broadcasting

works of art
the internet and social media

This includes political speech, views on religion, opinions and expressions that are
favourably received or regarded as inoffensive, but also those that may offend,

shock or disturb others.
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= stion W psolute freedom of expression. "

ac: tg d?awbacks of giving the Arts @
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vl AW \ across different art formg
eed for @ well for content. :

for students to do

b4 Oreabiy - The arts provide @ platform where individuals cz
eir thoughts, emotions, and ideas without the constraints of ruleg

freely express th . : ;
. experiment with various mediums and styles to conve;

or regulations. Artists can
their unique perspectives.
2. dwiol Commentony . Att often serves as a powerful tool for social and
political commentary. Artists can use their work to critique or challenge prevailing

ideologies and injustices. For example, the painting "Guernica" by Pablo Pica
is a stark representation of the horrors of war and is a powerful form of '

expression against violence.

3. Divtvie wiiwd - The arts celebrate diversity by allowing artists
from different backgrounds to share their stories and experiences. This inclusi i
fostgrs a broader understanding of the human condition and promotes empath ‘
Fgr mstapce, literature like Maya Angelou's "I Know Why the Caged Bird Sing
gives voice to the African American experience.

4. Pk \ \ , _ |
and E\r?:c‘:g\ss(z: th,\N- : Art provides a means for individuals to releaseé:
personal turmo?liro(:?]?tlons' Many artists create their best work during times 0%

\ ntense emotions, such as Frida Kahlo' 3 c that §

delve into her physical and emotional pain. ahlo's self-portraits

5. Yieedon bow Comsurch:
protected by freedom f\?; - In democratic societies, the arts are often
of Speech laws, ensuring that artists can express

themselves with

out . .
the exploration of c;i:':)(\:fefsei'a\lsto "ship or govemment intervention. This allows
opics and perspectives ;



-

!\)

' P - 1 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
f ’WW’"A Ao - ‘ tﬂl‘j& Absolute freedom of expression in the arts can

lezd 1o The creation and dissemination of offensive. harmful, or socially
uracceptabie content. Artistic works that promote hate speech, violence, or
discriminglion can harm individuals and society as a whole. Some artists may
expioit their freedom of expression for shock value or personal gain, without
geruine artstic intent. This can lead to the production of art solely for controversy
or fnancial profit. undermining the integrity of the art form. For instance, artists
lilke Andres Serrano and Chris Ofili have faced controversy for using materials
ke feces or urine in their artworks, which some view as disrespectful to
tradiional artistic values and sensibilities.

M §r M.it\m‘ﬂb;\! ‘ : Without any constraints, artists may not be held
accountable for the co uences of their work. This can result in a disregard for
ethical considerations, such as the potential harm caused by explicit or graphic
content. Absolute freedom of expression can also result in a lack of regulation
and guality control in the arts. Without guidelines or standards, subpar or
irresponsible art may saturate the market, diminishing the overall quality and
impact of artistic expression. Artworks that critique or challenge religious beliefs
can be seen as disrespectful and even dangerous. Examples include provocative
art like "Piss Christ™ by Andres Serrano, which features a crucifix submerged in
urine, or the Danish cartoons depicting the Prophet Muhammad, which ignited a

global controversy. - 0‘ (,ﬂ\ wion

Vth‘f”ﬁ%&\iﬂ\ Vider A : Arthas the power to influence public opinion and
shape soagtal values. Absolute freedom of expression can contribute to the
polarization of society, as artists may use their work to promote extreme and
divisive viewpoints, further dividing communities. Certain contemporary literature
explores themes and topics that may be considered taboo or offensive. Salman
Rusghdie’s novel "The Satanic Verses” is one such example, as it addresses
sensitive religious issues in a way that was highly controversial in some cultural
contexts. The Good Vibes music festival in Kuala Lumpur was cancelled after
The 1975 frontman Matt Healy launched a profanity-laden speech and kissed
bassist Ross MacDonald during their 21 July 2023 performance, in defiance of

the country’s anti-LGBT laws.
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" M CM\J[MVGI Vﬂll/“&f . Absolute freedom of ey

s , Pression cap, .
erode cultural and traditional values, leading to a loss of Mportant o,
heritage. It may disregard the preservation of cultura identity i, S
expression. The theater has often been a platform for

. indivii B
o ' pushing boundarieg i

Productions that include explicit content, nudity, or provocative themes ca}, o

seen as undermining conservative cultural values. For exam

Vagina Monologues” by Eve Ensler has been criticized in Some cultyrg| CONteys,
4+
for its explicit content.
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* Google for some examples on your own.
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2. With the rise of artificial intelligence, there is no Place for human creativity
Do you agree? g

Key Terms

Artificial intelligence: Al is the ability of a computer or a robot controlled by a
computer to do tasks that are usually done by humans because they require

human in}elh‘grnu and dl@tmmm‘lr

Human creativity: Creativity is the act of turning new and imaginative ideas into
reality. Creativity is characterised by the ghilily 4 derceivt the world i A Wi
to find hidden patterns, to __ wmalt WARUA NG between seemingly ’
unrelated phenomena, and to_gentyate ¢olufiong

Approach

This is an argumentative essay which requires the student to take a stand. There is
an absolute key phrase “no place for’. It is advisable to disagree with balance in the

form of a counter-argument and rebuttal. '
Students need a \flr AL QYN!’ of the definitions of Al and human
creativity in_¥aneq a¢ 'Peci—\r of human endeavours (e.g. scientific
research, business, arts) to do well for content.

AGREE

Dﬁrﬂ -Driven decdion making : Al can analyze vast amounts of data and
generate insights that may not'be immediately apparent to humans. While this aids

decision-making, it may limit the scope of human intuition and creative thinking in

certain contexts.

AI'(AMCMH AM ﬂ"f M C - :Alalgorithms have been developed to

create art and compf)se music, challenging the notion of human exclusivity in these
domains. For instance, Al-generated paintings like those created by the Aiva

algorithm have gained recogpnition in the art world.

M M (/W}(MT Crm H(M : Al can analyze user preferences and
generate content tailored to individual tastes, such as personalized news

recommendations or product suggestions. This can reduce the need for human
Creativity in content creation and marketing.




design tools can assist enginegrg

Ang: Al-driven 001S |
d functionality, potentially

iCI an
igns for efficiency .
et ' spects of design.
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reducin
DISAGREE .
. Al can be @ valuable tool to enhance

1 0
AT a¢ a utaptve }e| o artsts and designers can use Al-generated

Z:JJsr;ngaenst?:\zt:gti);sZ?r:ae::vT ideas or create art ultimately augmenting their creati L
capabilities. |
AT wowapl twrenlt human oreativ : While Al can perform §peciﬁc tasks
efficiently, it lacks the depth of human creativity, emotional In.telllgencle, a'n.d the
ability to make abstract connections. Human creativity often lnYOIVes intuition,
empathy, and emotional expression, which Al struggles to replicate.

. In fields like music composition and wri
enerating initial ideas or assisting in the
-generated music as a starting point f

A1 ag n_wllaboahe

Al can serve as a collaborative partner, g
creative process. Many musicians use Al
their compositions.

ONA\M ‘;\W\“}\V\M ‘“W\W - The creative industries, including film,:

literature, and the arts, continue to flourish, demonstrating that there is a signi
place for human creativity alongside Al. For example, blockbuster movies, "1
bestselling novels, and acclaimed artworks are still predominantly products of

human imagination. , ;»
.

IM\ o.vm\"\on M" NW/“\L : Human creativity drives innovation andthe
f:reat.lon of entirely new fields and disciplines that Al cannot replicate. Breakthrough
in science, technology, and the arts often stem from uniquely human creative |

thinking.

AT B0 ond ddywlats '

. ‘L - ( 0\ A J‘w}“\‘om) : Al systems can perpetuate biases pres

in their training dat: \d lach ' : T
g data and lack ethical and moral judgment. Human creativity IS

needed to address these biases and make ethical decisions.

Addition ing: ; : ;
al Reading: https://futuristspeaker. com/artificial-intelligence/the-differen'ce-between-hum n

creativity-and-generative-ai-creativity/
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The migration of people is beneficlal. Discuss.
3. Current of & Y

w

Migration: In the global context, movement of a person oither across an
intemational border glntematlf)nal migration), or within a state (internal migration) for
more than one yegr irrespective of the causes, voluntary or Involuntary nhd tH¢ |
means, regular or irregular, used to migrate. e

simple deﬁnit.ion: The w-mm . , m-“_w_mpm e fromone
country, locality, place of residence, etc., to settle in another. 31 - g o

Beneficial: Producing good results or helpful effects

Aggroach
~This is an argumentative essay which requires the student to take a stand. While
there is no absolute term, and students can agree or disagree, it is advisable to be
objective and show balance in the response.

AGREE

1. [ WO kllvtﬂi !1 - Migration can boost a country's economy by
providing a larger workforce and filling labor gaps. For instance, the United

States has benefited from the influx of skilled workers in fields like technology

and medicine, contributing to economic growth. Singapore has actively attracted
skilled migrants in various sectors, including finance, technology, and healthcare.
These skilled migrants have played a crucial role in bolstering the country's
economic growth and innovation. For instance, the financial sector in Singapore
has thrived due to the influx of talented professionals from around the world.
Many international banks and financial institutions have established a strong
presence in Singapore, partly because of the availability of a highly skilled |
workforce. This has contributed to Singapore’s emergence as a glol?al financial
hub. In 2021 and 2022, Mr Li Xiting, the Anhui-born founder of medical
equipment firm Shenzhen Mindray Bio-Medical Electronics, was named the
richest man in Singapore,with an estimated net worth of US$17.6 billion. Mréiher
chose to migrate to Singapore in 2012 and subsequently became a szegt" b
Chinese tycoons living here include fast-fashion retailer Shein's founder Chr

and hotpot chain Haidilao’s founders Zhang Yong and Shu Ping.
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A '
(’ D ) : Migration enriches a country's cultural diversity'
- ' bhing new traditions, foods, and perspectives, enhancing

Diﬁerﬁnt (,:tu’::{?:ndscape For example, the fusion of cuisines in COsmMopolitay,
overall cultu '

; n showcases the positive aspects of Migratio
cities like N_eWM\;i;ka(ti;z Oiitl;;ns:ly in the Bronx, and Jackson Heights in QUee:g
Chm:tz\::n:gles of immiérant enclaves that have preserved and celebrateg their
:l:i:ral heritage. These neighborhoods serve as hup§ for cultur.al festivals,
restaurants, and businesses that showcase the traditions of their respective

immigrant groups.

3. \ﬂ(f ”J TYW\SFQr : Migrants often bring valuable skills and
knowledge to their host countries. This can lead to knowledge transfer ang
innovation. Silicon Valley, for instance, has thrived due to a significant number of

skilled migrants contributing to the technology industry. Consider a scenario
where a highly skilled software engineer from India decides to migrate to Silicon

Valley to work for a leadi

and ’ln,donesia, remittances have played a crucial role in poverty reduction by
proytdlng a financial safety net for low-income families. In Vietnam, migrant
renyttances have been investeq in small-scale agriculture, retail sh,ops and other
businesses, contributing to the development of rural and urban areas. |

. Un \ ‘ .

’ ([}:T;%%;W: In countries with aging populations, immigration
has been explorin rry a?nceq workforce and Support pension systems. Japan
Ao ghops ploring immigration ag @ means to address its aging population and

tod e, e healthcare ang elderly care sectors in Singapore have




DISAGREE

1. (H’N\V\ -A on Kes WUr!  : Mass migration can strain a host country's

resources, such as healthcare, education, and housing. This strain can lead to
overburdened social services and increased competition for scarce resources
potentially harming local citizens. In some European countries during the refug’;ee
crisis, the influx of migrants placed immense pressure on healthcare facilities and
resources, leading to challenges in providing timely medical care to all. In certain
cities in the United States, such as San Francisco, the influx of tech workers has

led to soaring housing costs, creating affordability issues for both newcomers
and long-time residents.

2. C‘“TW‘\\ C‘M‘\U : Sometimes, cultural differences can lead to
conflicts and tensions in host countries. For example, cultural clashes and social
integration issues have arisen in European countries with significant migrant
populations, and tensions have arisen due to differences in religious practices
and attire among Muslim migrants. India has experienced cultural and social
tensions due to the influx of Rohingya refugees from Myanmar. Differences in
language, religion, and culture have led to some friction between the Rohingya
population and the local communities in states like Assam and Jammu.

|

3. _J“l) COMPJd \"\D\ﬂ : An influx of migrants can create job competition,
particularl;'/ in low-skilled or entry-level positions, potentially leading to wage
stagnation or job loss for local workers. This has been a concern in industries like
agriculture or construction. Discussions about job competition from migrants,
including skilled and temporary workers, have emerged in Australia, with some
citizens expressing concerns about the impact on employment prospects for
Australians. While Singapore relies on foreign labor in various sectors, there
have been debates about whether this has resulted in job competition for local
Singaporeans. The government has adjusted its policies to address these

concerns.




. In some cases, migration can pose security risks,
llegal activities or terrorism. Governmentg |
ddress these concerns. Several Europegp

4. _Jie wvi\chmm&L

as it may brovide opportunities for i

i ' ‘ easures to a
must invest in security m ‘ : |
countries, particularly those located along migration routes, have expressed

security concerns related to the refugee and migrant crisis. There have be‘?”
concerns about potential infiltration by extremist groups and human. trafficking, |
As a transit country for many migrants and refugees, Turkey has raised concerng :

about its border security and the potential for illegal activities, including
smuggling and trafficking.

5. gVﬂih D“MV‘ : Migration of highly skilled individuals from
developing countries to developed ones can result in a "brain drain,"” where the
source country loses valuable human capital. This can hinder the source
country's development. For instance, medical professionals leaving developing
nations for higher-paying positions in the West can lead to healthcare shortages
in their home countries. In China, many Chinese students choose to pursue
higher education abroad, particularly in Western countries like the United States, ©
Canada, and the United Kingdom. They seek access to top-quality universites
and research opportunities. Highly skilled professionals, including scientists,
engineers, and researchers, are often attracted to job opportunities in advanced
economies with competitive salaries and research facilities. Some migrants leave
China in pursuit of a better quality of life and improved work-life balance, |
particularly if they perceive work pressures and competition as excessively high
in China. In some cases, individuals may leave China due to concerns about
political and social freedoms, including freedom of expression and access to
uncensored information.
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i Wwhat can young people do to promote stronger Singapore identity?
' i

Key Terms

young People: General global definition of young people will be those betw
een

PISIBLN LT

singapore identity: It will be simpler to start from the definiti i T

which is “a sense ofa nationasa OALHW i) éogsoienart;or‘al identity,

distinctive ’H‘M)\\\-\unjlj et wr and T ’ presented by
SUELTITL L UN

Aggroach _
This is a discursive essay. Students need to m\mﬂt yaniug af PUM
f national identity in th ' \ : )
of na ty in the context of \v\&kpbm , and explain what young

people can do in particular to promote a stror‘wger sense of identity. The keyword
“stronger” would require students to explore what has __alrtydy \.m,r\ ‘\)gv:/\tr
evaluate the measures and propose \'\QW\ solutions fo enhance the
sense of identity to score well for content.

Suggested Points:

1. EM\QW C“\:N"Q\ HM}Q%Q,: Explore Singapore's cultural heritage by visiting
museums, heritage sites, and cultural centers. Learning about the history and
traditions of different ethnic communities in Singapore can foster a deeper
.appreciation for the nation's diversity. Young people can organise learning
Joumeys when in school or even consciously try to get friends to go for such
outings on weekends instead of going to malls and arcades. Attend local arts
performances, music festivals, and exhibitions to suppo
culture scene in Singapore. Young artists can also showcase
contribute to and build Singapore’s cultural landscape.
Eg: All Things Hainanese is a stall manned by a pair of third-generation hawkers
who have made it their lives’ work to celebrate all things Hainanese.

rt the vibrant arts and
their talents and

5 M &mmw nﬂ
Al M"'A SWW '\'k A . Engage in volunteer work and community service
local community

to contribute to the betterment of Singapore- Participating in ‘
one's neighborhood

Projects helps build a sense of belonging and connection to on .
and the nation as a whole. Young people leam to own the social and community

issues they see on the ground, rather than being oblivious, and waiting for the
d0vernment to solve the problems.

11



; i tal initiatives to
Vo involved in environmen '
' N(Wll}mﬂ-- GekinyE . auty. Caring for the
promote sustainability onsible citizen. Engaging in

i (o) being a resp

environment is an essentlal part I | Ig g ' ] or - ’
i initi i ree ]

envnronmental initiatives, such as p anting beacll clean ups or sustainab ty

- ' ore's natural
itment to preserving Singap '
' monstrates a commitmen iy , '
Zg;g:ni?ﬂ Protecting green spaces and wildlife contributes to the nation's

identity as a garden city.

4. otthrn M D‘LW\ &el\iﬂ"‘fwu t“(ILN L( M‘ ('N‘ch{}" : Educate yourself

P .
about Singapore's achievements in various fields, such a§ tec.:hnology, educgtlon,
and healthcare. Understanding the nation's progress can instill a sense of pride
in its accomplishments.

5. _&ZHF‘M ((‘ om‘ PM \\:\P 0\\‘6 : Stay informed about current affairs and civic

issues, and actively partiéipgé in the democratic process by voting and engaging
in civil discourse. Participate in discussions and debates about Singapore's future

and challenges. Encourage open and respectful dialogue on topics that impact
the nation, such as politics, social issues, and policies.

Ad(ditional Readings:

httgs://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/ﬁles/cp/about us/documents/2020-
09/ipsos_public_affairs sq issue 04 sept_2020.pdf

h_ttps://www.blackbox.com.sg/wg-content/uploads/ZO1 5/06/TODAY-25-

. J . | T _ 4
Singapore-ldentity1.pdf une-2015-Defining-the |

httgs://mothership.sg/2018/08/sinqapore—identitv/




