
Political Impacts of Globalisation



Political Globalisation
• Intensification and expansion of political interrelations 

across the globe
• Growing significance of international organisations 

(either IGOs or INGOs)
• Challenges to old territorial concepts of “domestic” vs. 

“foreign”
• Transnational actors have implications on state 

sovereignty as IGOs, INGOs and TNCs influence state 
decision-making

(Steger, 2009)







Politics
• Political decisions are those that are public and 

authoritative; they take place within a society or 
community—a political system

• Politics deals with collective decisions that extend beyond 
individual and private life, typically involving government 
action (public vs. private spheres)

• Political decisions are binding for members of that political 
system; governments and authorities may use persuasion, 
inducements, or brute force to ensure compliance 

(Powell, Dalton & Strøm, 2012)



Government
• Organisations of individuals who have the power 

to make binding decisions on behalf of a 
particular community

• Have authoritative and coercive powers and do 
many things (wage war, promote/restrict trade, 
control borders, tax populations, etc.)

(Powell, Dalton & Strøm, 2012)



Key Political Concepts
• Power

• The ability to influence the behaviour of others in a 
manner not of their choosing; associated with the ability 
to punish and reward

• Authority
• The right to influence the behaviour of others, based on 

an acknowledged duty to obey rather than any form of 
coercion or manipulation (“legitimate power”)

• May be traditional, charismatic or legal-rational



Key Political Concepts
• Nation

• A group of people that have a shared sense of imagined community, 
and regard themselves as a natural political community

• State
• A political association that exercises sovereign jurisdiction within 

defined territorial boundaries, and which exercises authority through a 
set of permanent, public institutions: executive, legislature, judiciary, 
bureaucracy, military and police

(Heywood, 2007)



The Modern Nation-State
• Conceived at 1648 Peace of Westphalia
• States are their own ultimate authority
• Cross-border conflicts are private matters between 

parties involved
• States have full right to use force to resolve differences 

(e.g. declare war)
• States are essentially free to pursue their own self-

interest, even at the cost of others’
(Steger, 2009)



Sovereignty
• Supreme legal authority and unlimited political power 

over the entire population within a territorial boundary

• Typically ensured by a monopoly on coercive force and the 
legitimate use of violence (internal sovereignty)

• Having the ability to act as an independent and 
autonomous entity, possessing the right to make binding 
agreements with other sovereign states (external 
sovereignty)

(Heywood, 2007)



International Organisations
• Intergovernmental organisations

(IGOs) e.g. UN, EU, ASEAN, NATO, 
G20, etc. 
• Members are nation-states

• International non-governmental 
organisations (INGOs) – e.g. WWF, 
Amnesty International, International Red 
Cross, etc.
• Members are individual persons of various 

nationalities
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Intergovernmental Organisations
• Organisations whose membership consists of three 

or more nation-states that gather to discuss issues 
of mutual interest, and have permanent secretariats 
or bureaucracies

• May have universal (e.g. the UN) or limited
membership based on geographical region or interest 
(e.g. ASEAN, OPEC)

• Formed to address problems requiring collective 
action (e.g. security, trade, environment)



Types and Examples of IGOs

Global

Security UN Security Council

Trade World Trade Organisation

Development World Bank

Regional

Security NATO

Trade ASEAN

Development Asian Development Bank



The United Nations (UN)
• Comprised of independent, sovereign states that 

voluntarily participate as members (from 51 in 1945 to  
193 member states by 2011 – latest South Sudan)

• Not a world government – cannot make or enforce 
laws; members are bound to the UN Charter

• Gives countries opportunities to resolve conflicts 
through dialogue and diplomacy, 

• Votes on key issues and passes resolutions that call 
for a particular course of action on an issue



The United Nations (UN)
Peace and Security

Development
Human Rights

Humanitarian Affairs
International Law



António Guterres





Types and Examples of INGOs

Global

Trade Fairtrade International

Development OxFam

Human Rights Human Rights Watch, Amnesty 
International

Humanitarian Aid Doctors Without Borders, Red Cross

Environment World Wildlife Fund, Greenpeace



Q11. State Power and Influence is Diminished

• National sovereignty increasingly challenged by 
state (IGOs) and non-state actors (MNCs, 
INGOs and other groups) through
• Pressure on government policymaking (directly or 

through citizenry)

• Threats to national security (terrorism, cybercrime, 
foreign influence, etc.)











Q12. How Globalisation Limits Govt. Power
• Transnational organisations—IGOs like the World Bank, 

INGOs like Human Rights Watch, and MNCs–can 
influence govt. policymaking and shape public opinion

• International events (blockage of Suez Canal, pandemic) 
and global trends (#metoo, BLM, nationalism) prompt govt. 
responses

• People’s perceptions of globalisation having an impact on 
domestic politics can have political impact e.g. economic 
disruption and contributing to events like UK’s Brexit and 
Trump’s election



Singapore authorities late on Wednesday defended a decision to execute a Malaysian drug trafficker, in 
response to international criticism over their use of the death penalty.

Nagaenthran Dharmalingam, 34, had been convicted of smuggling at least 42 grams (1.48 oz) of heroin into 
Singapore, which has among the world's harshest narcotics laws. He was hanged on Wednesday morning, 
after multiple legal challenges and appeals for clemency on the grounds that he had an intellectual disability, 
failed.

Singapore's Central Narcotics Bureau said in a statement his actions were "a deliberate, purposeful and 
calculated decision", and reiterated court findings that "he knew what he was doing".

The Attorney General's Chambers said in a separate statement Nagaenthran was given a fair trial and had 
"exhausted his rights of appeal and almost every other recourse under the law over some 11 years".

The case attracted international attention, with a group of United Nations experts and British billionaire 
Richard Branson joining human rights activists to urge Singapore to commute his death sentence.







Q13. How Globalisation Empowers Govts.

• Govts work together in IGOs (the UN and its 
agencies, EU, ASEAN, etc.) to amplify their 
influence and address global problems

• Govts can work with IGOs, INGOs and MNCs to 
address domestic issues like economic 
development, protection of culture, disaster 
response, etc.



The Republic has offered its Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) partners the 
use of its command and control centre in Changi to help coordinate responses to natural 
disasters, given the number of catastrophic events in the region over the past decade or so.

The offer, which was made yesterday at an informal ASEAN-United States Defence 
Ministers’ meeting, received support from the various countries, Singapore’s Ministry of 
Defence (MINDEF) said in a statement.

MINDEF also said the ministers noted that a regional humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief coordination centre, modelled after the Information Fusion Centre (IFC) in the Changi 
facility, would allow the militaries to respond speedily and effectively to a disaster.





14 Apr 2021



Hawker culture in Singapore has been officially added to the Unesco
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

The successful nomination means Singapore now has its first item on 
the intangible cultural heritage list, which currently has 463 entries 
including yoga in India and Belgian beer.

It is also the country's second entry to any Unesco list. The first came 
in 2015 when the Singapore Botanic Gardens was designated as a 
Unesco World Heritage Site.

17 Dec 2020





Q14. Globalisation Impacts on SG
• Security benefits

• IGOs provide collective security e.g. ASEAN Defence
Ministers’ Meeting

• Also allows for dispute resolution e.g. 2008 ICJ ruling 
on Pedra Branca & Middle Rocks



SINGAPORE - Asean defence ministers on Wednesday (Dec 9) 
pledged to work together to support public health efforts, and to 
strengthen defence cooperation with partners like China and the 
United States amid the ongoing pandemic.

At the 14th Asean Defence Ministers' Meeting (ADMM) - the first to 
take place virtually - Asean defence ministers expressed support for 
the continued defence cooperation among Asean members, especially 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic, said the Ministry of Defence (Mindef).



Collective Security
• First articulated by Woodrow Wilson at conception of League of 

Nations (1919-46)
• Primary motivation: preventing war
• Doctrine of joint response by all states to aggression 

committed by any one state
• Threat of collective retaliation makes initiating aggression 

irrational
• Limited effectiveness, but laid foundation for UN peace 

enforcement and R2P (Responsibility to Protect)
(D’Aneiri, 2012)







Q14. Globalisation Impacts on SG
• Security vulnerabilities

• Cybersecurity threats in the form of cybercrime: 
scams, malware, and hacking attacks

• New terrorism threats from regional groups (e.g. JI) 
and self-radicalised “lone wolves” via the Internet

• Foreign influence operations via social media/the 
Internet 



In an overview of Singapore's safety and security situation in 2020, MHA said 
online scams saw a "significant increase".

It attributed the increase to more Singaporeans staying home because of the 
COVID-19 situation and carrying out more activities and transactions online.

E-commerce scams continued to rank first among the scam types in 
Singapore, with a "significant number" of cases reported during the "circuit 
breaker" period.

Social media impersonation scams and phishing scams also saw significant 
increases, while loan scam cases also rose.



SINGAPORE: Singapore’s security agencies have been on 
heightened alert since early September following terrorist attacks in 
Europe and in other parts of the world, said the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) on Tuesday (Nov 24).

As part of the "heightened security posture", investigations into 37 
people have been initiated by the Internal Security Department (ISD). 
Some of the investigations were undertaken jointly with the Singapore 
Police Force (SPF).



SINGAPORE: A 16-year-old Singaporean boy was detained in 
December under Singapore’s Internal Security Act (ISA) after making 
"detailed plans and preparations to conduct terrorist attacks" against 
Muslims, authorities said on Wednesday (Jan 27).

He planned to use a machete to attack Muslims at two mosques in the 
Woodlands area on Mar 15, the second anniversary of New 
Zealand's Christchurch attacks.






