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Pos-2
USA -> South Korea

USSR -> North Korea

Both met from ‘46-’47 to 
discuss how to split 

Korea, but they could 
never agree on it 



The er h re 
inl 

Syma R (Aug 1948)

Kim I Sug ( 1948)
Elected leader of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, no election were held, was 
known for his usage of propaganda and his cult 
of personality, and promoted self-suffciency and 
isolated NK from the rest of the world so as to 
limit Western influence and opposition

Elected president of Republic of Korea, SK 
commies boycotted this election, seen as 
dedicated patriot fighting Japanese rule, but was 
very authoritarian + dictatorial (USA were afraid 
of not supporting him and allowing Commie 
influence in SK to grow)
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How  b les e t uy Ke de h 
ow l?

Syma R
Appealed to the USA/UN for support 
in unifying Korea, but USA thought 
he was being rash and did no want 
to join the war, provided limited 
economic and military aid to 
appease Rhee

Kim I Sug
Appealed to the USSR by making 
many trips to persuade Stalin for his 
support, built ties with Communist 
China, was provided with economic 
and military aid, with the NKPA 
being heavily armed with Soviet 
tanks and artillery 
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IMT KE N
Neither USA/USSR wanted to have any 
direct involvement in Korea as they did 
not want to go to all-out war with each 

other



Wh as Ka pan  t US?

Close proximity to the 
USSR + Communist China / 
Serve as counterbalance 
American  influence in 
Japan

Oc 1949
Mao Zedong establishes the 

People’s Republic of China, 
creates a more favourable 

international climate for the 
USSR, gets a valuable 

Communist ally in China

Aug 1949
USSR tests out atomic 

bombs, creating atomic 
parity, allowing them to 

provide aid to NK without the 
threat of nuclear warfare

● Mar 1940: CCP + Nk sign a 
mutual defence agreement

● Feb 1950: Sino Soviet 
Treaty of Friendship, 
Alliance and Mutual 
Assistance was signed, 
allowing Mao  to help NK 
troops and not have the 
USSR get directly involved 



Nata Sciy 
Con - 68 (N-68)

● A top secret policy paper issued by the United 
States National Security Council during 
Truman’s presidency

● warned of the possible growth in nuclear 
capability of the USSR 

●  American military capability is the only thing 
that can contain communism + called for a 
tripling of the USA’s defence budget 

● largely shaped US foreign policy in the Cold 
War for the next 20 years,and involved a 
decision to increase the pressure of 
Containment against global Communist 
expansion a high priority.



US reon  Cmum

The US public were growing more in fear of communism and were putting 
pressure on the American government to prevent the spread of 

communism post the explosion of the atomic bomb + Communist victory in 
China`



How  t Kon 
War l?
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Time 

Bor Cles  S

Was ineffective 
and resulted in 

many SK military 
desertations, US 

gave limited 
economic aid 

N ins S
Tru res US op 
to Ka  sor h 

UN
Believed NK had been 

influenced by the USSR, 
believed troops would 

be containing the 
communist threat in 

East Asia 

UN unos 
com N’s 

inon
US believed that the UN 

would lose all credibility as 
an orgnasiation that 

protected international 
security + UNSC called for 
a resolution to resolve KW

27 Jun 
1950

1949-1950
25 Jun 

1950
25 Jun 

1950



Time 

Tru cs o UN to 
emy  us  or 

NK had not responded 
to the UNSC resolution, 
USSR was boycotting 

the meeting and could 
not veto the decision to 
send UN forces to Korea 

UN tos  b 
Gen MacAh 

ard i Sh 
Kora

MacAh d e 
UN fos  he 

Inon d to 
re cor  
te pa f S

UN tos 
rete Sul

26 Sep
1950

27 Jun 
1950

1 Jul 
1950

15 Jul
1950



Time 

MacAh de 
tos o Nr 

Kor

UN tos tu 
te pa f 
Nor ra

Chi tos er 
Nor ra + UN tos 

be t er

Chi tos 
end S

28 Dec
1950

29 Sep
1950

20 Oc
1950

26 Oc
1950

Truman told MacArthur could 
push as far as they could as 

long as Soviet/Chinese 
forces did not enter NK  + 
China saw US troops as a 
threat to the Communists 

and would widen the conflict 



Time 

Chi an N 
tos tu 

Sel

UN tos 
rete Sul

MacAh s imd 
b Tum r 

inrito 

Bot d ec a 
same un h 

38t Pal 

Api 
1951

1 Jan 
1951

14 Mar 
1951

5 Ap 
1951

Truman wanted a limited war 
but MacArthur criticised 

Truman’s policy in relation to 
the Korean War 

MacArthur advocated the 
use of atom bombs in the 

KW, UN was well aware that 
if they attacked China. 

USSR might get involved 
and use nuclear weapoons 

Truman wished to limit the 
KW even iof it meant 

achieving only the original 
objectiive of saving SK from 

communism 



How  t Kon 
War ?

04



Fels o h ar s-ar

Exen PerRhe ()
Wanted to push all the way 

to China and completely 
unify Korea, but did not get 
UN support and was unable 

to pursue his goal

Kim ()
Kim also wanted to pursue 

complete unification of Korea, but 
was pressured into joining the 

peace talks and had to go because 
they depended on the USSR for 

support and could not fight if they 
lost the USSR support

Every party had suffered 
heavy casualties and 

were putting pressure on 
both leaders to join 
peace talks until in 

mid-1951



Wha r is at l pe al?

Divo Ln
NK wanted it at the the 

38th Parallel, SK wanted it 
to be along the battle lines 
established during the war

POs
Nk wanted its POWs 

returned, SK wanted them 
to be given the choice to 

stay in SK or NK 



US

Most parties signed anyway as 
the KW was taking a toll on 
their military,economic and 

human resources

Wanted to relieve the 
strain that the Korean 
War was placing on its  

economy

TR;

US
Persuaded Rhee to take the 
armistice and that the USA 
would not hesitate to use 

nuclear weapons if the 
Communists did not sign it 

Wh id  d aw?



UN, China and North Korea signed 
an armistice at Panmunjom, 

allowing a new boundary was 
drawn near the 38th Parallel with 
a demilitarized zone separating 

the two Koreas

27 Jul 1953
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