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Section A  [10 marks] 
 

Question 1 
 
Carefully read the text below, consisting of 12 lines, about Japanese cherry blossoms. 
The first and last lines are correct. For eight of the lines, there is one grammatical error 
in each line. There are two more lines with no errors. 
 
If there is NO error in a line, put a tick () in the space provided. 
If the line is incorrect, circle the incorrect word and write the correct word in the space 
provided. 
 
The correct word you provide must not change the original meaning of the sentence. 
 
Examples: 
 
I arrived  to  my destination at 2 pm.                                                               at__ 
 
My mother always wears sensible clothes.                                           __  
                                                      
 
The springtime flowering of the cherry blossom trees is such a big deal   

in Japan that they are daily reports on them in the national news, and 1 ........................ 

festivals are held for their honour across the country. As soon as the 2 ........................ 

flowers bloomed on the trees, family and friends gather beneath them 3 ........................ 

for picnics, turning parks and gardens into sites of mass outdoors 4 ........................ 

celebrations. When do cherry blossoms bloom in Japan? Every year is 5 ........................ 

different and there are many variations. Although there are multiple  6 ........................ 

cherry blossom varieties, each coming into flower at a slight different 7 ........................ 

time and lasting for various periods of time. The earlier blooms 8 ........................ 

tend to appear in tropical Okinawa in January, and the last on the  9 ........................ 

northern island of Hokkaido in May. A national meteorological office  10 ........................ 

predicts that next year, Tokyo will see its first flushes of pink in March.   
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Section B [30 marks] 
 

You are advised to write between 250 and 350 words for this section. 
 

Question 2 
 
You should look at the printout of a webpage in the Insert. Study the information carefully 
and plan your answer before beginning to write. 
 
Your cousin has received her Primary School Leaving Examination results and is 
selecting a secondary school to apply to. Her parents – your aunt and uncle – have seen 
a popular website about secondary schools and have asked you to advise them about 
the secondary school that would suit your cousin best. They would like a school that 
would develop her strengths and position her well for the future, while allowing her to 
enjoy school life. 
 
Write an email to your aunt and uncle to explain your views. In it you should: 
 
• congratulate your cousin for completing her primary school education   
• state which school would be most suitable for your cousin 
• explain the reasons for your recommendation  
• state how the recommended school will help to develop her. 
 
You may add any other details you think will be helpful. 
 
Write your email in clear, accurate English. Your tone should be warm and encouraging, 
showing enthusiasm for the school you are recommending. 
 
You should use your own words as much as possible. 
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Section C [30 marks] 

You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words on one of the following 
topics. 
 
Questions 3 – 6 
 
 
3 Describe a book or film that made a great impression on you. Explain how you 

have been influenced by it. 
 

4 Write about a time when you made a sacrifice for another person and how that 
impacted your relationship. 
 

5 Young people have it easy nowadays. What are your views? 
 

6 To what extent do you think our shopping habits are detrimental to the 
environment? 
 

 
Please write your chosen question number (3, 4, 5 or 6) here: ………… 
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