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Source Based Case Study

Name : Reg. No. ( )

Class : Date:

The Malayan Union

Source A: A photograph of a rally in Johor Bahru, published in Singapore on 24 May
1946. The man on the left is a Malay Dato. The men on the right are British
MPs. They are on their way to a meeting to discuss the Malayan Union.
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Source B: An extract from the British government proposals of January 1946 on the
future Constitution of the Malayan Union.

Source C: An extract from an article in an American newspaper published on 9 March
1946. The article was about the debate on the Malayan Union in the British
Parliament.

Source D: An article by a Malay Rajah in response to the appeal for views on the
proposed Malayan Union, published in December 1945.
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Source E: From a speech made by Dato Onn bin Jafaar to an audience of Malays on 12
May 1946.

“The Malayan Union was a good idea for the people of Malaya.” Use Sources A
– E to show how far the evidence confirms this statement.

In answering the question, you should use your knowledge and understanding of the
period to help you interpret and evaluate the sources. You may use any of the
sources where they are helpful.
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QUESTION ANALYSIS: 

● Key words: 
● Assumption of given question: 
● Historical Controversy: 

● Whose idea was the Malayan Union?
● What was the intent behind the Malayan Union?
● What were the possible implications and effects of the Malayan Union?
● From a local perspective, what are the different points of view that someone could have regards to the Malayan Union?

[Note: Create as many paragraphs as you need. One for each point of inference to be analysed.]

Introduction

Overview of source
response to hypothesis 

A simple categorisation of sources based
on: 
a. Support
a. Challenge
a. Balanced 

Support - 

Challenge - 

Balanced - 

State your stand on whether
the sources provides
strong/weak evidence
for/against the issue overall.
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Paragraph/s for analysing evidence in sources that support the given statement.

INFERENCE: 

● Highlight the common link between
identified sources in addressing the
hypothesis

● Explanatory link to the hypothesis – make
an explicit link to support the idea that
Malayan Union was a good idea

EVIDENCE: 

● Select relevant and specific content from
the source that supports your inference. 

● Make explicit reference to the source -
Paraphrase and quote key words and
phrases to demonstrate explicit use of the
sources. For non-textual sources, draw
reference to specific visual representation. 

● Explanatory link back to your inference –
for sources that are not self-explanatory in
making an explicit link to the inference. Eg:
“Source A as a political cartoon
demonstrates that...”

 

EVALUATION: 

● Be strategic in your use of skills – which
source requires specific contextual
knowledge (CK) to showcase a relevant
context of the source? 

● In the use of cross-reference (CR), draw
explicit reference from one source to
another and highlight the relevant
source content that supports claims.
Paraphrase and quote key words or
phrases. 
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● Lastly, make a judgment about the utility of
the sources – Do they make a strong case
for their perspective? Or are they limited in
providing a holistic view of the issue?

● Does the purpose of the source
affect its utility? 

Paragraph/s for analysing evidence in sources that opposes the given statement.

INFERENCE: 

● Highlight the common link between
identified sources in addressing the
hypothesis

● Explanatory link to the hypothesis – make
an explicit link to challenge the idea that the
Malaya Union was a good idea

 

EVIDENCE: 

● Select relevant and specific content from
the source that supports your inference. 

● Make explicit reference to the source -
Paraphrase and quote key words and
phrases to demonstrate explicit use of the
sources. For non-textual sources, draw
reference to specific visual representation. 

● Explanatory link back to your inference –
for sources that are not self-explanatory in
making an explicit link to the inference. Eg:
“Source A as a political cartoon
demonstrates that...”

EVALUATION: 

● Be strategic in your use of skills – which
source requires specific contextual
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knowledge (CK) to showcase a relevant
context of the source? 

● In the use of cross-reference (CR), draw
explicit reference from one source to
another and highlight the relevant
source content that supports claims.
Paraphrase and quote key words or
phrases. 

● Lastly, make a judgment about the utility of
the sources – Do they make a strong case
for their perspective? Or are they limited in
providing a holistic view of the issue?

● Does the purpose of the source
affect its utility? 

Overall Evaluation

CONCLUSION:

● Option 1: Reconcile both the ‘support’ and
‘challenge’ sources

● i.e. Explain why and how both sides
are valid despite their difference
and come to a conclusion

● Option 2: Weigh between the ‘support’ and
‘challenge’ sources and conclude which is
to be preferred.

● i.e. evaluate which set of sources
are more convincing
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MARKING LEVELS FOR SOURCE-BASED STUDY QUESTION

LEVEL 1 The answer makes limited use of the sources. The sources may be
paraphrased or described. Some relevant information from the
source may be extracted at face value to support and/or challenge
the hypothesis, but the answer may be confused or undeveloped.

[1 – 5]

LEVEL 2 The answer uses relevant information from sources at face value to
support and/or challenge the hypothesis. Sources may be used in
isolation. The answer may demonstrate some awareness of
provenance of the source but evaluation of the sources is unlikely.

[6 – 9]

LEVEL 3 The answer begins to treat the sources as a set, although one or
two sources may be neglected at the lower level. It will demonstrate
some understanding of the question. Some sources may be
cross-referenced to support and/or challenge the hypothesis. There
will be an attempt to evaluate sources, but the sources are not be
placed in context.

[10 – 13]

LEVEL 4 The answer treats sources as a set and makes good use of the
sources. It will demonstrate a clear understanding of the question.
Sources may be cross-referenced to support and/or challenge the
hypothesis. There will be an attempt to evaluate the sources in
context but there will be gaps, unevenness and a lack of balance.

[14 -17]

LEVEL 5 The answer treats the sources as a set and makes very good use of
the sources. It will demonstrate a good understanding of the
question. Sources may be cross-referenced to support and/or
challenge the hypothesis. The answer will demonstrate a critical
evaluation of the sources in context to support and challenge the
hypothesis (that is, balanced).

[18 – 21]

LEVEL 6 L5+ The answer treats the sources as a set and makes excellent
use of the sources. It will demonstrate a very good understanding of
the question. The answer will demonstrate a critical evaluation of
the sources in context to support and challenge the hypothesis (that
is, balanced).

It may question how far a conclusion can be reached using the
evidence in the sources. It will either explain fully why evidence to
challenge or to support the hypothesis is better/preferred, or justify
why an amended/alternative historical interpretation where
appropriate. For L6, L5 answer must also be secure.

[22 – 25]
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