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Section A: Source-based case study: The end of arms race

Compare and contrast the evidence provided in Sources A and B on the
security priorities of the United States and the Soviet Union in the 1980s.

Similarity:
Both sources emphasise the importance of nuclear disarmament and reducing the threat of nuclear war
as a primary security priority.

● In Source A, President Reagan proposed the SDI by “modernising [US] strategic forces” that “could
pave the way for arms control measures to eliminate the weapons themselves” for the purpose to
“reduce the danger of nuclear war.” This shows that the US’s security priority was framed around
the need to modernise its nuclear technology to “intercept and destroy ballistic missiles before
they reached [US]” that could neutralise the offensive capabilities of the Soviet Union, thus
providing a defensive shield that could protect against a nuclear strike.

● Similarly in Source B, Gorbachev's letter concurred with Reagan’s desire to "free mankind from
the threat of nuclear destruction" and proposed to “reduce nuclear weapons” in the immediate
years. This shows that the Soviet Union’s security priority is similarly centered on the need to
prevent escalation and reduce nuclear threats.

A weaker response will indicate that the similarity is the US’s priority to modernise its security capabilities
by turning to space technology.

Insight into similarity: [Similar context]
The similarity arises from the shared recognition by both leaders of the existential threat posed by
nuclear weapons in the 1980s. Despite their ideological differences, both the US and the Soviet Union
understood that the nuclear arms race was a dangerous path that could lead to catastrophic
consequences. Reagan was driven by a moral imperative to reduce the risk of nuclear war. Gorbachev
promoted the concept of "common security," where the security of one nation could not be achieved at
the expense of another. This shared understanding of the need to mitigate the nuclear threat drove both
nations to pursue disarmament talks, even if their methods and strategic goals differed.

Difference:
The sources differ in their approach to achieving security and disarmament, with the US focusing on
maintaining strategic strength through initiatives like the Strategic Defence Initiative (SDI), while the
Soviet Union emphasizes mutual disarmament and rejected space-based weapons.

● In Source A, Reagan argued that US needed “to negotiate from a position of strength that can be
ensured only by modernising [their] strategic forces”, given that “Soviets’ present margin of
superiority” would not make them “agree to arms reductions knowing that the US were prohibited
from catching up.” Therefore, the US security required a more aggressive deterrence that
demonstrated the technological superiority of the US to compel the Soviet Union in arms
reduction talks.

● On the other hand in Source B, Gorbachev criticised the development of space weapons as
dangerous and counterproductive to disarmament when he asked, “why take this extremely
dangerous path of space weapons which does not promise disarmament.” Instead, he proposed a
more direct approach to “eliminate those weapons” rather than developing new sophisticated
weapons in space.” This shows his emphasis on mutual reductions in nuclear weapons and the
renunciation of space-based weapons as the path to security.

1
© Anderson Serangoon Junior College 2024 8838/01 2024 JC2 PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION



Insight into Difference: [Author’s purpose or concerns]
The difference in approaches reflects the different concerns of each superpower during the 1980s.

● In Source A, Reagan's administration was focused on enhancing US military capabilities to
overcome the imbalanced nuclear stockpile between the US and Soviet Union, particularly through
technological superiority, as a means to secure favourable arms control agreements and protect
US interests. By shifting from mutually assured destruction to a strategy based on defence, it
would make nuclear weapons less relevant and reduce the threat from Soviet Union.

● In contrast, Gorbachev's leadership in Source B was more concerned with reducing the economic
and military burdens on the Soviet Union, thus his purpose was to reduce the nuclear threat to
alleviating these economic burdens and redirect resources toward domestic reform. Therefore, he
strongly advocated for mutual disarmament and opposing initiatives like SDI, which he saw as
destabilising and potentially leading to an arms race in space.
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How far do Source A-E support the assertion that the end of the arms race
was a result of Reagan’s strategic initiatives?

Source analysis

Source A [Support]

“I know that all of you want peace, and so do I. I know too that many of you seriously believe that a
nuclear freeze would further the cause of peace. But a freeze now would make us less, not more, secure
and would raise, not reduce, the risk of war.”

▪ Reagan began by acknowledging the universal desire for peace, aligning himself with the public’s

aspirations. He also recognised that many people believe that a nuclear freeze would achieve peace.
Yet, he challenged that as a freeze would be counterproductive, which set the stage for his argument
that a different approach was needed to prevent a nuclear war.

“With the Soviets’ present margin of superiority, why should they agree to arms reductions knowing
that we were prohibited from catching up?”

▪ He emphasised the Soviet Union’s existing advantage in nuclear capabilities, arguing that a freeze

would lock in this imbalance and prevent the US from bridging the gap. He implied that the Soviets
would have no incentive to agree to arms reductions if the US was unable to improve its strategic
position.

“We need to negotiate from a position of strength that can be ensured only by modernising our strategic
forces. To ensure that our security didn’t rely on threat of US retaliation against a Soviet attack, but on
the ability to intercept and destroy ballistic missiles before they reached us or our allies.”

▪ He advocated for the modernisation of US strategic forces as a means to achieve more favourable

terms in arms control negotiations, because strength and security would lead to successful diplomacy.

“Tonight, I am directing a comprehensive and intensive effort to define a long-term research and
development program that could pave the way for arms control measures to eliminate the weapons
themselves.”

▪ He announced the launch of his SDI program with the technological advancements in defence that

could lead to the eventual elimination of offensive nuclear weapons. This would be achieved by
making Soviet missiles obsolete with the defence shield and pave the way for reducing nuclear
arsenals.

“We seek neither military superiority nor political advantage. Our only purpose is to search for ways to
reduce the danger of nuclear war.”

▪ He framed his initiatives as purely defensive and peace-oriented as a means to reduce the risk of

nuclear war. This claim is central to the argument that Reagan’s actions were motivated by a genuine
desire to end the arms race on terms that would enhance global security.

Provenance: President Reagan’s address to the nation on defence and national security, 23 March
1983.

▪ SDI was a cornerstone of his defence policy during the Cold War and his primary purpose was to

persuade the American public and international observers of the necessity and legitimacy of his SDI
program. He was responding to concerns about the escalating arms race and attempting to justify the
US military buildup, particularly the Nuclear Freeze movements that gained prominence in early
1980s, which could lead to an overemphasis on the positive outcomes.
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Source B [Challenge]

“You said in your address that it was your dream to free mankind from the threat of nuclear destruction.
Why take this extremely dangerous path of space weapons, which does not promise disarmament?
Instead of spending the next 10-15 years developing new sophisticated weapons in space, which are
allegedly intended to make nuclear weapons “obsolete” and “impotent”, wouldn’t it be better to
eliminate those weapons?”

▪ Gorbachev referenced Reagan’s stated goal of eliminating the threat of nuclear war. This served as a

diplomatic approach to establish common ground between the two leaders before presenting his
critique. He characterised SDI as a dangerous path that did not contribute to disarmament. This
implies that Reagan’s strategic initiatives might be counterproductive to the goal of reducing nuclear
weapons.

▪ He questioned the logic of creating space-based weapons systems when the efforts would be better

spent on the direct elimination of nuclear weapons. This highlights a fundamental difference between
the US and Soviet approaches to arms control: Reagan focused on defence through technological
innovation, Gorbachev advocated for immediate, mutual disarmament. His use of terms like
“allegedly” indicates skepticism towards effectiveness of SDI in achieving true disarmament.

“We propose this plan to reduce nuclear weapons – during the next 5-8 years, the Soviet Union and US
would reduce by half their nuclear weapons, on the basis of the mutual renunciation of space
weapons.”

▪ He presented a concrete proposal for mutual nuclear disarmament that was contingent on both sides

agreeing to abandon the development of space weapons, directly opposing Reagan’s SDI.

“We have repeatedly warned that the development of space weapons will destroy the hopes for
reductions of nuclear weapons on Earth.”

▪ He reiterated Soviet Union’s position that the SDI would undermine efforts to reduce nuclear arsenals

and derail disarmaments negotiations, reinforcing the idea that Reagan’s strategic initiatives might
prolong the arms race rather than end it.

“We are in favour of eliminating Soviet and US medium range missiles to free Europe from nuclear
weapons. By the end of 1999, the liquidation of all remaining nuclear weapons will be completed. To
facilitate the end of arms race, the Soviet Union has unilaterally suspended any nuclear explosions for
three more months.”

▪ This reflects the Soviet Union’s willingness to engage in arms control measures that would directly

reduce the nuclear threat. He set an ambitious timeline for the complete elimination of nuclear
weapons by the end of 1999. His proposal was bold and comprehensive, aiming for total disarmament
rather than gradual reductions.

▪ He concluded by announcing a unilateral Soviet suspension of nuclear explosions. This move was

designed to pressure the US to reciprocate and demonstrated Soviet Union’s proactive stance on
disarmament.

▪ This does not mean unilateral reduction or removal of nuclear weapons.

Provenance: Excerpt from Mikhail Gorbachev’s letter to President Reagan, 14 January 1986.
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▪ This was a period when both superpowers were engaged in negotiations over arms control, soon after

Geneva Summit (Nov 1985) and before Reykjavik Summit (Oct 1986). The primary purpose was to
persuade Reagan to reconsider his SDI and prioritise mutual nuclear disarmament.

▪ His letter can be seen as part of his strategy to ease the economic burden on the Soviet Union by

reducing arms race. The Soviet economy had been stagnating under the strain of military
expenditures. He was eager to engage Reagan before the next summit, hence the concrete proposal
for their consideration.

Source C [Largely support, partially challenge]

“This treaty we’re signing today is example of the rewards of patience. It was in November 1981 that I
first proposed the zero option. For the first time in history, the language of “arms control” was replaced
by “arms reduction” – in this case, the complete elimination of an entire class of US and Soviet nuclear
missiles. Of course, this required a dramatic shift in thinking, and it took conventional wisdom some
time to catch up.”

▪ The opening emphasised the prolonged and persistent efforts in ending the arms race. He referenced

the “zero option” to position his initiative as a foundational element pivotal in ending the arms race. It
suggests that the initiative was forward-looking and led the way in reimagining how nuclear
disarmament could be approached.

“General Secretary Gorbachev…today we’ve seen what can be accomplished when we work together.”

▪ While recognising Gorbachev’s role, Reagan still framed the treaty as a result of mutual cooperation.

This indicates that while Reagan’s initiatives were important, the success of the treaty also depended
on collaboration with the Soviet Union.

“The numbers alone demonstrate the value of this agreement. On the Soviet side, over 1,500 deployed
warheads will be removed, and all ground-launched intermediate-range missiles, including 650 SS-20’s,
will be destroyed. On our side, our entire complement of 550 Pershing II and ground-launched cruise
missiles, with some 400 deployed warheads, will be destroyed.”

▪ While recognising Gorbachev’s role, Reagan still framed the treaty as a result of mutual cooperation.

This indicates that while Reagan’s initiatives were important, the success of the treaty also depended
on collaboration with the Soviet Union.

▪ The greater number of weapons being eliminated by the Soviet Union could be seen as them making

more sacrifice in the arms reduction process, hence a greater commitment or more concessions to
end the arms race.

▪ However, it is also important to consider the relative strength or deployment of weapons each side

had in Europe. By the time Reagan proposed the Zero Option in 1981, the Soviet Union had already
deployed a significant number of SS-20 intermediate-range nuclear missiles in Eastern Europe. These
missiles were capable of striking targets across Western Europe, giving the Soviet Union a considerable
strategic advantage in the region.

Provenance: Excerpt from President Reagan’s remarks on signing the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty, 8 December 1987.

▪ This is at the signing of the INF, likely intended for both domestic and international audiences. The

speech was meant to highlight the success of INF, a validation of his approach towards arms reduction.
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While the numbers presented are likely accurate, the emphasis may reflect Reagan’s desire to portray
the US as having taken a strong, successful stance in negotiations.

▪ The speech also reflects the improving US-Soviet relations, a contrast to the situation in Reagan’s first

term and “evil empire” era. The question to ask here is, does it have anything to do with his Soviet
counterpart for his change of attitude?

▪ Initially, the "zero option" proposed by Reagan in 1981 was to eliminate all intermediate-range nuclear

missiles in Europe, which would have left the Soviet Union at a disadvantage given its larger arsenal of
such weapons. Gorbachev's counterproposal, the "double zero" option, included the elimination of all
intermediate-range nuclear forces (INF) not just in Europe but globally. This broader scope aimed to
ensure a more balanced reduction and was more acceptable to the Soviet government, particularly
the hardliners.

▪ Gorbachev also dropped his insistence on the abandonment of SDI. On one hand this is the key to the

successful signing of INF Treaty, on the other Gorbachev aimed to put diplomatic pressure on the US.
The idea was to present the Soviet Union as the more reasonable and peace-oriented power, willing to
make significant concessions for the sake of global security. This would force the US into a position
where rejecting the proposals would be diplomatically costly

Source D [Challenge]

An American cartoon published in 1989.

▪ Tortoise as USSR: Typically slow but steady, this symbolises the Soviet Union’s slow but deliberate

approach (strong commitment) to arms reduction that is now in the lead. When read with the other
sources, it suggests that Gorbachev's policies, such as his willingness to engage in arms reduction
negotiations and make concessions (like the INF Treaty), are seen as driving the progress in ending the
arms race.

▪ Hare as USA: Typically fast but prone to overconfidence and distraction, the relaxed posture under the

tree symbolises US’s overconfidence or complacency in the arms reduction race, for example Reagan’s
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confidence that by outspending and outperforming the Soviet Union with modern nuclear technology
it will pressure the Soviet Union to concede in the arms reduction negotiations. Compared to the role
of Gorbachev, this cartoon suggests that US was not leading in the arms reduction efforts, and could
be interpreted as a critique of Reagan’s approach by implying that while he may have started strong
with aggressive deterrence policies, he did not maintain the momentum in the arms reduction phase.

Provenance: An American cartoon published in 1989.

▪ The cartoon likely reflects the period of the late 1980s, when arms reduction talks, particularly those

leading to the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, were ongoing. During this time,
Gorbachev made significant concessions to the US, partly because of the economic pressures on the
Soviet Union and his desire to reduce military expenditures.

▪ Take note that Reagan was no longer the President after January 1989, but the cartoon most likely

took reference from his work in ending the arms race.

Source E [Support and challenge]

During the Reykjavik Summit in October 1986, Gorbachev unveiled Soviet proposals on arms control
that represented several concessions toward the American positions. He also suggested that the US and
Soviet Union cut their strategic weapons by half, including heavy intercontinental ballistic missiles, and
eliminate all their intermediate range missiles in Europe.

▪ [Challenge] Gorbachev's willingness to make significant concessions on arms control, particularly by

proposing a 50% reduction in strategic weapons and the elimination of intermediate-range missiles in
Europe. His proactive stance suggests that his was a key driver in reducing arms and de-escalating
tensions.

“Reagan grew increasingly excited by Gorbachev’s initiatives, but was unwilling to accept the limits on
SDI.”

▪ [Challenge] Reagan’s positive reaction to Gorbachev's proposals, which suggest that Gorbachev’s

flexibility on various issues at Reykjavik had an impact on Reagan. Gorbachev’s eagerness for a deal
may have shown Reagan that the Soviets were serious about ending the arms race, leading him to
reconsider the possibility of more significant arms reductions.

▪ [Challenge] His reluctance to compromise on the SDI suggests that his strategic initiatives were not

entirely aligned with reducing the arms race that delayed the progress of arms control measures. By
refusing to make concessions on SDI at Reykjavik, he likely aimed to maintain leverage over the
Soviets, ensuring that any future arms reduction agreements would be on terms favourable to the US
and force the Soviets to make further concessions before he would agree to significant arms
reductions.

“Declassified documents show that soon after Reykjavik, Reagan attempted to galvanise the US
government to consider the implications of abolishing ballistic missiles and how it could be
accomplished.”

▪ [Support] Upon returning from Reykjavik, Reagan may have realized that Gorbachev’s proposals

represented a unique opportunity to achieve a historic arms reduction agreement. Despite his
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hesitation on SDI, Reagan's post-Reykjavik actions indicate that he was seriously considering
disarmament, albeit within the constraints of his broader strategic concerns.

“This sparked a strong backlash in Washington and among America’s allies, who feared that removing
ballistic missiles from Europe would expose the continent to the superior conventional forces of the
Soviet Union and its Warsaw Pact allies.”

▪ This highlights the domestic and international resistance Reagan faced in pursuing arms reductions,

particularly concerning the potential security risks for Europe. This reveals the complexity of the arms
race and the challenges Reagan faced in pushing for disarmament in his administration and among
allies. This suggest that Reagan’s strategic initiatives may be limited in pushing for disarmaments.

“Why was Reagan willing to contemplate the elimination of ballistic missiles and nuclear weapons? He
had more firsthand contact with the new Soviet leadership, which allowed him to sense Gorbachev’s
eagerness and growing desperation for a deal with the US that can limit Soviet military expenditures.”

▪ [Challenge] Reagan's willingness to consider disarmament was influenced by his perception of

Gorbachev's desperation to limit Soviet military spending. This supports the assertion by showing
Reagan’s willingness to negotiate, but it also challenges it in showing that this willingness was
opportunistic and driven by a perceived advantage over the Soviets rather than a genuine
commitment to disarmament. The opportunity was provided by Gorbachev’s eagerness to end the
arms race.

Provenance: From an academic book by an American journalist, published in 2010.

▪ Historical context supports the idea that the Reykjavik Summit was a turning point where significant

progress was made, though ultimately it did not result in a major agreement due to disagreements
over SDI. Reagan's later actions, such as considering the implications of abolishing ballistic missiles, are
consistent with his broader strategy of negotiating from a position of strength.

▪ However, the source emphasizes Gorbachev's influence on Reagan, suggesting that Reagan's

willingness to contemplate significant arms reductions was at least partly driven by his perception of
Gorbachev's desperation. Therefore, the source is relatively reliable for understanding the dynamics
between Reagan and Gorbachev, and its reliability is enhanced by its use of declassified documents.
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2. ‘The easing of Sino-American relations from 1970s onwards was less
about relationship and more about strategic necessity’ How far do you
agree with this statement?

Supporting arguments: The Role of Strategic Necessity
1. Cold War Dynamics: The primary driver of the thaw in Sino-American relations was undoubtedly

strategic necessity, particularly in the context of the Cold War. By the late 1960s and early 1970s, the
Sino-Soviet split had intensified, leading China to seek an ally or, at the very least, a counterbalance to
the Soviet Union's growing power. For the United States, which was deeply entrenched in the Cold
War, opening relations with China offered a strategic advantage in containing Soviet influence.
President Richard Nixon and his National Security Advisor, Henry Kissinger, recognized that a
rapprochement with China could exploit the rift between the two major communist powers, thereby
enhancing the US position in the global power struggle.

2. Vietnam War: Another significant factor was the Vietnam War. The US was looking for a way to
extricate itself from the conflict with honor, and China, as a key player in supporting North Vietnam,
could play a role in influencing the outcome. By engaging with China, the US hoped to leverage this
relationship to ease tensions in Vietnam and ultimately secure a more favorable settlement. For China,
improving relations with the US could prevent the war from escalating into a broader conflict that
might draw in the Soviet Union against its interests.
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3. Economic Considerations: The US also saw the potential economic benefits of opening up relations
with China. By the 1970s, China was beginning to explore economic modernization, and the US
recognized the long-term benefits of access to the Chinese market. While economic motivations were
not the primary driver, they played a role in shaping the strategic calculus behind the rapprochement.

Balancing arguments: The Role of Relationship Building
1. Diplomatic Engagement and Mutual Understanding: While strategic necessity was a crucial factor, it is

overly simplistic to dismiss the thaw as purely strategic. Both the US and China engaged in significant
diplomatic efforts that reflected a genuine interest in building a relationship. The Shanghai
Communiqué, issued in 1972 after Nixon's historic visit to China, laid the groundwork for ongoing
dialogue and cooperation. The communiqué emphasized principles such as respect for sovereignty and
non-interference, indicating that both sides were interested in establishing a foundation for peaceful

coexistence, beyond just strategic necessity. Nixon wanted to reintegrate the PRC into the
international order and accord it the respect due to a major power, not to get locked up in a
zero-sum game.

2. Cultural Exchanges: The period of thaw also saw an increase in cultural exchanges and mutual
curiosity between the American and Chinese people. The famous "Ping-Pong Diplomacy" of
1971, where American and Chinese table tennis players competed in friendly matches,
symbolized a broader opening of cultural and societal ties. These exchanges, though symbolic,
were significant in softening mutual perceptions and fostering a relationship that went
beyond mere strategic interests.

Evaluation
While the thaw in Sino-American relations from the 1970s onwards was indeed heavily influenced by
strategic necessity, particularly in the context of the Cold War, it is important to acknowledge that this
rapprochement also involved genuine efforts to build a long-term relationship. The initial motivations were
undoubtedly strategic—both nations sought to counterbalance the Soviet Union and manage regional
conflicts like the Vietnam War. However, the depth and durability of the relationship that developed
suggest that both sides were also interested in establishing a more stable and cooperative bilateral
relationship.

3. To what extent did Japan’s domestic politics contribute to the
challenges in its relations with the United States during the ColdWar?

Supporting arguments: Japan’s domestic politics
1. Japan’s Domestic Political Landscape and Alliance Tensions

● Conservative vs. Progressive Divide: Japan’s domestic politics were significantly shaped by a
divide between conservative and progressive factions. The conservative faction, led by the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP), was generally supportive of the US-Japan alliance and prioritized security
cooperation, including the continuation of the Japan-US Security Treaty signed in 1951 and
revised in 1960. This security relationship was crucial in the Cold War context as it allowed US
military bases to be stationed in Japan.

● However, the progressive factions, including left-leaning political parties, labor unions, and
student groups, opposed the treaty. This opposition was rooted in concerns about Japan’s
sovereignty, US military presence, and potential involvement in US-led conflicts. These domestic
political divisions led to significant protests, most notably the Anpo Protests of 1960, which
created diplomatic challenges for Japan’s government and complicated its relationship with the US

● The Anpo Protests against the renewal of the US-Japan Security Treaty highlighted the domestic
political unrest that strained Japan-US relations. While the treaty was eventually ratified, the
protests underscored the deep political rifts within Japan, with segments of the population and
political groups viewing the US as undermining Japanese sovereignty .
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● Impact: This internal opposition to the security treaty demonstrated how domestic politics
influenced Japan’s foreign policy stance, forcing the government to navigate between public
dissent and the necessity of maintaining a strong security relationship with the US for Cold War
stability. The conservative leadership’s alignment with the US ensured the survival of the alliance,
but public protests showcased how domestic discontent over foreign policy could create friction in
Japan-US relations.

2. Japan’s Anti-Nuclear Sentiment and US Nuclear Policies
● Another key domestic political issue was Japan’s strong anti-nuclear sentiment, which further

complicated its relationship with the US Japan’s pacifist constitution, particularly Article 9, along
with the Three Non-Nuclear Principles (not possessing, not producing, and not allowing nuclear
weapons on Japanese soil), were popular policies among the Japanese public. These policies were
a direct reaction to the trauma of the atomic bombings during World War II.

● In contrast, the US sought to maintain Japan as a key part of its nuclear deterrent strategy in the
region. This tension came to the fore in incidents such as the Lucky Dragon Incident of 1954, in
which Japanese fishermen were exposed to radioactive fallout from a US nuclear test in the
Pacific. This incident fuelled anti-nuclear movements in Japan and deepened public opposition to
US military policies involving nuclear weapons .

● Impact: Japan’s domestic anti-nuclear stance often put it at odds with US Cold War policies,
particularly during periods of heightened nuclear arms competition. This divergence created
friction in the alliance, as Japan’s government had to balance domestic anti-nuclear sentiment
with the security benefits of the US nuclear umbrella.

3. Japan’s Economic Rise and US-Japan Trade Tensions
● Japan’s economic status and its rapid rise to economic power during the Cold War also created

challenges in its relationship with the US While the US supported Japan’s economic recovery after
World War II and helped integrate Japan into the global economy through measures such as the
Dodge Plan and facilitating Japan’s entry into GATT, Japan’s economic success eventually led to
trade imbalances that became a source of tension between the two nations.

● By the 1970s and 1980s, Japan had become a major economic power, particularly in sectors such
as automobiles and electronics, which led to significant trade imbalances with the US The US
began pressuring Japan to reform its economic structure and reduce the trade deficit, while Japan
viewed these demands as interference in its domestic policies. These economic tensions were
exacerbated by differing views on how to manage trade relations and were a persistent challenge
in the US-Japan relationship.

● Impact: Japan’s economic success, while a marker of its recovery, created significant diplomatic
friction with the US as it led to competition in key industries. The economic tensions demonstrated
how Japan’s domestic economic policies could create broader challenges in its relationship with
the US

Evaluation: The importance of domestic politics in Japan-US relations
● Contribution of Domestic Politics: Japan’s domestic politics played a crucial role in shaping its

relationship with the US throughout the Cold War. Political opposition to the US-Japan Security
Treaty, anti-nuclear sentiment, and Japan’s economic policies were all significant domestic factors
that contributed to challenges in the bilateral relationship. These factors often required Japan’s
leadership to navigate complex domestic pressures while maintaining a strategic alliance with the
US.

● Other Factors: While domestic politics were important, external factors also played a significant
role in shaping Japan-US relations. The broader context of the Cold War, including the Soviet
threat and the US’s global strategy of containment, was a key factor that kept the alliance intact
despite domestic challenges. Japan’s economic rise and trade tensions, while exacerbated by
domestic policies, were also shaped by global economic trends and the evolving US-Japan
economic relationship.

Balancing arguments
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1. Japan’s perception of communist threat
Beyond domestic politics, Japan’s unique geopolitical position in East Asia also shaped its strategic
perceptions of the Communist threat, creating challenges in its relations with the US

● Evidence: Japan’s proximity to China, North Korea, and the Soviet Union meant that it was
directly affected by regional dynamics. Japan had to balance its security relationship with the US
while managing complex relationships with its Communist neighbors. For example, Japan
normalized relations with China in 1972, just as the US was improving its own ties with Beijing.
These regional complexities sometimes put Japan in a difficult position, especially as the US
pursued a more confrontational strategy against the Soviet Union.

● Evaluation: Japan’s strategic calculations were influenced not just by domestic political
considerations, but by the regional power dynamics in East Asia. The need to navigate complex
relationships with neighboring Communist powers created tensions in its relationship with the US,
particularly as American Cold War strategies evolved.

2. US’s Cold War strategy
While domestic politics influenced Japan’s military policy, the broader Cold War geopolitical environment
also played a critical role in shaping US-Japan relations. The US’s global strategic interests and changing
Cold War dynamics were major contributors to the challenges in the alliance.

● Evidence: The US containment strategy required Japan to serve as a strategic base for American
forces in Asia, particularly as tensions with China and the Soviet Union grew. However, the US
often overestimated Japan’s capacity or willingness to serve as a regional military hub, leading to
frustration when Japan maintained its pacifist stance. Furthermore, the fall of South Vietnam in
1975, as well as the US’s challenges in managing conflicts in Korea and Southeast Asia, placed
additional pressure on US-Japan relations.

● Evaluation: The challenges in the US-Japan alliance were also shaped by external geopolitical
pressures, particularly the US's need to secure military bases and logistical support in Asia. These
tensions were not solely the result of Japan’s internal politics but reflected the changing balance
of power in the Cold War and the US’s need to adapt its strategic approach.

4. How far do you agree that Vietnam's invasion of Cambodia in 1978 was
a result of shifting ColdWar dynamics among the major powers?

Supporting arguments:
1. The Sino-Soviet Split:

● Description: The growing rift between China and the Soviet Union in the 1960s and 1970s marked
a significant shift in Cold War dynamics. Both powers sought to assert their influence over
communist movements in Southeast Asia, with Vietnam aligning more closely with the Soviet
Union, while Cambodia under the Khmer Rouge became a Chinese ally.

● Impact on the Invasion: Vietnam’s growing ties with the Soviet Union made it more confident in
confronting China’s influence in Cambodia. The Soviet-Vietnamese Treaty of Friendship and
Cooperation (signed in 1978) provided military and economic backing to Vietnam, allowing it to
feel secure in launching an invasion of Cambodia without fearing a large-scale Chinese military
response.

2. The Sino-American Rapprochement:
The Sino-American rapprochement and China’s support for the Khmer Rouge also influenced Vietnam’s
decision to invade Cambodia. As China and the United States grew closer after the 1972 Shanghai
Communiqué, both sought to contain Soviet influence in Southeast Asia, which in turn shaped Vietnam’s
foreign policy decisions.

● Description: The 1970s saw a thaw in relations between China and the United States, particularly
following President Richard Nixon’s visit to China in 1972 and the Shanghai Communiqué. This
rapprochement led to an alignment of interests between the two countries in countering Soviet
influence globally, including in Southeast Asia. China provided significant military aid to the Khmer
Rouge, including weapons and military advisors. China’s backing of the Khmer Rouge heightened
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Vietnam’s sense of insecurity, as it saw Cambodia as part of a broader Chinese strategy to encircle
Vietnam. The US, through its diplomatic maneuvering, supported China’s position by lobbying at
the United Nations to keep the Khmer Rouge’s seat, ensuring that the regime retained
international legitimacy despite its atrocities.

● Impact on the Invasion: China and the US both sought to limit Soviet expansion in the region.
China, in particular, supported the Khmer Rouge as a counterbalance to Vietnam and Soviet
influence in Indochina. The growing alignment between China and the US increased Vietnam’s
reliance on the Soviet Union and deepened its determination to act against the Chinese-backed
Khmer Rouge. Vietnam’s invasion of Cambodia can be seen as a direct response to this alignment,
as it sought to neutralize a regime that was supported by two of its Cold War adversaries.
Vietnam’s invasion of Cambodia can partly be seen as a response to this shifting alignment, as
Hanoi aimed to weaken Chinese influence by toppling the Chinese-backed Khmer Rouge regime.

● Evaluation: The Sino-American rapprochement and China’s support for the Khmer Rouge were
significant factors in the conflict. However, while these Cold War dynamics contributed to
Vietnam’s decision-making, they interacted with Vietnam’s own strategic ambitions and responses
to Khmer Rouge provocations. Thus, the role of Cold War dynamics must be understood as part of
a broader set of factors, rather than the sole driver of the invasion.

3. Declining US Influence/disengagement of US in Southeast Asia:
● Description: The US withdrawal from Vietnam in 1973 and the subsequent fall of Saigon in 1975

marked a significant decline in US influence in Southeast Asia. The US was focused on rebuilding its
own position post-Vietnam War and was less directly involved in Southeast Asian conflicts during
the late 1970s.

● Impact on the Invasion: With the US retreating from direct involvement in the region, Vietnam
likely felt that it could act more assertively in Cambodia without facing significant American
opposition. However, the US continued to diplomatically support China and the Khmer Rouge in
international forums, such as the United Nations, to counter Soviet influence.

Balancing arguments:
1. Historical Tensions Between Vietnam and Cambodia: An Underlying Factor
While Cold War dynamics were crucial, historical tensions between Vietnam and Cambodia also played a
significant role in the outbreak of the war. These long-standing disputes were deeply rooted in territorial
and cultural issues, predating the Cold War.

● Evidence: Historical animosities between Vietnam and Cambodia date back centuries, with
Vietnam’s southward expansion and the annexation of Kampuchea Krom (the Mekong Delta)
being key points of conflict. The Khmer Rouge leadership, under Pol Pot, regularly invoked these
historical grievances in its rhetoric, portraying Vietnam as an imperialist aggressor seeking to
dominate Cambodia.

● Analysis: The territorial disputes between Vietnam and Cambodia were further exacerbated by
the Khmer Rouge's aggressive stance, including border raids into Vietnamese territory and
atrocities like the Ba Chúc Massacre in April 1978, in which over 3,000 Vietnamese civilians were
killed by Khmer Rouge forces. These provocations made it difficult for Vietnam to ignore the threat
posed by Cambodia, regardless of Cold War dynamics.

● Evaluation: While historical tensions did not directly cause the invasion, they were a key factor
that intensified the conflict. Vietnam’s desire to remove the Khmer Rouge and establish a
pro-Vietnamese regime in Cambodia was motivated not only by Cold War dynamics but also by a
long-standing desire to neutralize a hostile neighbor. However, it is important to recognize that
without the Cold War context, these historical tensions alone may not have escalated into a
full-scale invasion.

2. Khmer Rouge Provocations and Vietnam’s Strategic Ambitions
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Another critical factor was the Khmer Rouge’s provocations and Vietnam’s broader strategic ambitions in
the region. While Cold War dynamics were crucial, these more immediate concerns played a direct role in
pushing Vietnam toward military intervention.

● Evidence: The Khmer Rouge’s aggressive policies, including cross-border attacks into Vietnam,
heightened tensions between the two countries. By November 1978, the Khmer Rouge had
launched large-scale attacks on Vietnamese border provinces, such as Tay Ninh and An Giang,
which led to heavy casualties and an untenable security situation for Vietnam. These attacks,
combined with the genocide perpetrated by the Khmer Rouge against ethnic Vietnamese in
Cambodia, justified Vietnam’s intervention on humanitarian grounds.

● Analysis: Vietnam also had strategic ambitions to assert its dominance in Indochina. The Khmer
Rouge’s alignment with China and the ongoing border provocations threatened Vietnam’s regional
interests. By overthrowing the Khmer Rouge and installing the People’s Republic of Kampuchea
(PRK) in January 1979, Vietnam could secure a compliant regime in Cambodia and eliminate a key
Chinese ally in the region.

● Evaluation: While Cold War dynamics provided the broader geopolitical context, Vietnam’s
invasion was also motivated by immediate security concerns and its desire to assert control over
Cambodia. The Khmer Rouge's provocations directly threatened Vietnam’s territorial integrity, and
Vietnam’s invasion was, in part, a strategic decision to eliminate a hostile regime. This suggests
that Cold War dynamics were not the sole cause of the invasion, as Vietnam’s own strategic
calculations and responses to Khmer Rouge aggression played a critical role.

5. 'Economic priorities were at the heart of Singapore's foreign policy
throughout the ColdWar.' How far do you agree with this view?

Supporting Arguments: Economic Priorities at the Heart of Foreign Policy
1. Economic Development as a Key Foreign Policy Goal:

● Singapore's foreign policy was heavily focused on economic development due to its lack of
natural resources, which forced it to rely on external economic ties for survival. Trade and
investment became critical to sustaining the country’s economic growth.

● The export-oriented industrialisation strategy, developed with foreign investment from the US
and later from other global powers, demonstrated how Singapore’s foreign policy was driven by
the need to secure economic partnerships and foreign direct investment (FDI).

● For instance, the US became a key partner with the establishment of MNCs like Hewlett-Packard
and General Electric in Singapore. These provided both employment and opportunities for
economic diversification, boosting the country's export economy​.

2. Pragmatic Engagement with Superpowers for Economic Benefits:
● Singapore maintained relations with both Western and Eastern bloc countries, not for ideological

alignment but for economic advantages. This pragmatic approach allowed Singapore to tap into
global markets while avoiding over-reliance on any single superpower.

● Trade relations with the Soviet Union (since 1966) and China (since 1971) further underscored
Singapore’s economic pragmatism. For example, Singapore’s engagement with the USSR in
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maritime trade and its economic dealings with China reflected a drive to diversify economic
partners.

● Singapore even allowed the reopening of the Bank of China in 1965, a sign of prioritising economic
activity despite ideological differences.

3. Multilateralism as an Economic Strategy:
● Singapore was a founding member of ASEAN, and while the regional body focused on security and

political stability, it also played an economic role. Singapore used ASEAN to promote regional
trade and ensure that its economic goals were achieved through regional stability.

● The country's emphasis on upholding international law and norms through ASEAN and other
multilateral forums was tied to creating a conducive environment for trade and investment.
Regional security was seen as a prerequisite for economic growth.

Evaluation
This argument is highly persuasive because Singapore’s survival as a small, resource-poor state was
contingent on its ability to develop a robust economy. The focus on export-oriented industrialisation,
attracting foreign direct investment (FDI), and cultivating strong economic ties with global powers like the
US and later, China and the Soviet Union, clearly placed economic priorities at the forefront of its foreign
policy. Additionally, Singapore’s long-term economic vision ensured that trade and financial stability
remained crucial to its international relationships.

However, while the pursuit of economic development through foreign policy was vital, it was
interdependent with security concerns. Economic growth enabled Singapore to finance its security
apparatus and ensure its sovereignty, suggesting that while economics was central, it was not the sole
consideration. Thus, while economic priorities were critical, they were closely linked with national security.

Balancing arguments: Other Foreign Policy Priorities Beyond Economics
1. Security Concerns and Sovereignty:

● Although economic priorities were crucial, security concerns were equally important, particularly
in the early Cold War years. Singapore’s leaders, especially Lee Kuan Yew, were highly focused on
ensuring national sovereignty and territorial integrity.

● Singapore's early years were marked by regional tensions, such as the Konfrontasi with Indonesia
and the strained relationship with Malaysia. The pursuit of a strong defence policy, including the
development of the Singapore Armed Forces (SAF), was central to its foreign policy.

● Economic power also supported this security focus, as a strong economy enabled Singapore to
finance modern defence capabilities. The "poisoned shrimp" doctrine, which highlighted the
deterrent nature of Singapore’s defence, was a security measure that complemented its foreign
policy objectives.

Evaluation:
This argument introduces a critical balancing factor to the economic narrative. Singapore’s leadership,
particularly under Lee Kuan Yew, placed strong emphasis on national security, especially during the
turbulent early Cold War period. The development of a strong Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) and the
adoption of the "poisoned shrimp" doctrine to deter regional threats demonstrates that security concerns
often took precedence over purely economic considerations. For example, Singapore’s initial engagement
with the US was motivated by the desire for a security guarantee against regional threats like Konfrontasi
rather than just economic interests.
Security was closely tied to economic stability, as a prosperous economy was necessary to fund Singapore’s
defense needs. Nonetheless, the significant emphasis on building defense capabilities suggests that, at
times, security took priority over economic expansion, especially when regional tensions were high. Thus,
while economics was important, the foreign policy was also driven by existential security concerns.

2. Non-Alignment and Cold War Bipolarity:
● Singapore pursued a policy of non-alignment, particularly in the 1960s and 1970s, to avoid being

caught in the Cold War rivalry between the US and the Soviet Union. While economic survival was
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a key reason for non-alignment, this policy was also motivated by a desire to preserve Singapore’s
sovereignty and avoid entanglement in global superpower conflicts​.

● Singapore leaned towards the US for security reasons, especially as the communist threat in
Southeast Asia grew during the Second and Third Indochina Wars. The US military presence in the
region was seen as a counterbalance to the influence of the Soviet Union and China​.

● This balance of power approach was more about ensuring security and regional stability than
about purely economic interests.

Evaluation:
Singapore's pragmatic approach to engaging both Western and Eastern bloc powers during the Cold War
clearly illustrates that economic interests were a guiding factor in its foreign policy. By cultivating trade
relationships with countries like China and the Soviet Union, Singapore demonstrated a focus on
economic diversification and independence from any single superpower, allowing it to navigate Cold War
tensions while prioritizing economic growth.
However, it is important to recognize that Singapore's pragmatism was also motivated by geopolitical
realities. Engaging both blocs not only enhanced economic ties but also served to maintain neutrality and
avoid entanglement in Cold War conflicts. The non-alignment policy that accompanied these economic
moves was, therefore, driven by the desire to protect Singapore's sovereignty and avoid becoming a pawn
in the global ideological struggle. Hence, while economic goals were significant, they were balanced by the
broader objective of maintaining geopolitical stability.

3. Principle of Non-Interference and Territorial Sovereignty:
● Singapore placed significant emphasis on the principle of non-interference and territorial

sovereignty, which was not driven by economic concerns but by a fear of external meddling in
domestic and regional affairs. This concern was exemplified in Singapore’s opposition to Vietnam’s
invasion of Cambodia and its firm stance on issues like East Timor’s independence​.

Evaluation:
Singapore’s commitment to non-interference and the protection of territorial sovereignty, especially in
regional issues like Vietnam’s invasion of Cambodia, was not economically driven. Rather, this aspect of
Singapore’s foreign policy was motivated by a strong desire to prevent external intervention in Southeast
Asia’s internal affairs. This principle was rooted in concerns about national integrity and regional
self-determination rather than economic priorities.
While maintaining sovereignty and stability in the region did support Singapore’s economic ambitions by
ensuring a secure environment for trade, the political nature of Singapore’s stance on non-interference
shows that certain foreign policy decisions were taken with an eye on national security and political
stability, rather than purely economic motivations. This weakens the argument that economic factors were
always at the heart of Singapore's foreign policy.
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