
Unit 1: Diversity & Multiculturalism
2021 Year 3 Social Studies



Unit Overview

Part 1
Ways in 

which we 
differ from 
each other

Part 2
The 

challenges of 
diversity

Part 3
Responses 
to diversity



Essential Questions
• How are we different from each other in 

society?
• What are the challenges posed by diversity in 

society?
• How can we best address the challenges of a 

diverse society?



Padlet Discussion
• padlet.com/mrbryantan/3ess200121
• Insert a picture of your response to Q1
• Write your name in the title







Race and Ethnicity
• Race

• People defined as similar because of a number of 
physical characteristics

• Genetic, legal and social definitions

• Ethnicity
• Distinct cultural tradition that members identify 

with that may/may not be recognised by others; 
defined by group loyalty and sense of belonging



Chart 1: Proportions of each race in the 
citizen population, as of June 2019



Religion
• Major religions and other smaller groups: 

Jainism, Zoroastrianism, Judaism
• Religious vs. non-religious (atheist/agnostic)
• Devout vs. non-devout



General Household 
Survey 2015 -
SingStat



Language
• Official languages in 

Singapore
• English
• Chinese

• Malay (also national language)
• Tamil

• Other languages and dialects





Nationality
• Singapore Citizen
• Permanent Resident
• Non-Residents



Socioeconomic Status
• Typically defined by

• Income (and wealth)
• Occupational prestige
• Educational attainment

• Social classes
• Upper
• Middle
• Lower/working



SingStat Key Household Income Trends 2019





Discussion Question
2. Why do you think these four particular 

aspects of identity are considered significant 
in Singapore?



Other Differences
• Gender

• Male, female, intersex; 
cisgender vs. transgender

• Ability
• Abled vs. disabled; 

physical vs. mental
• Age

• Young/elderly dependents 
vs. working adults

• Others?



Next Lesson
• Changing nature of Singapore’s diversity and 

reasons for immigration to Singapore
• Read the relevant articles and answer Q3 & 4 of 

your worksheet

• Prepare for class discussion of responses


