
Slido Question
• Active Citizenship Survey



Active Citizenship
• Why active citizenship is needed

• Increasingly rapid changes and complexity of 
governing Singapore in the 21st century 

• Concerns by the govt. about being able to make the 
right decisions quickly enough

• Increasing demands by Singaporeans to have a 
greater say in national affairs as they become better 
educated and desire more autonomy and discretion



31 Aug 1991: Opposition parties win four seats in Parliament



End-1991: Cold War ends with dissolution of the USSR



1994: SingNet launched as SG’s first public Internet service
1998: Singapore One broadband network launched commercially





1997: Asian Financial Crisis



For Singaporeans to be proud of Singapore, they must feel a sense of 
ownership. All should participate actively in making Singapore a better place, 
through community work, in charities, and by contributing ideas. 
Singaporeans have worked hard, and we have had good leaders who have taken 
the initiatives to bring the country forward. But for the future, we cannot depend 
on just a few people to mastermind the course for Singapore.
We will always need capable leaders who can think outside the box and see 
beyond the present. But this is a different world, driven by globalisation and 
technology. Things change so swiftly, and the task of governing Singapore has 
become so complex that no small team of ministers or civil servants can know 
it all, or react quickly enough to stay ahead of the game.

We need to tap a wide range of expertise beyond what we have in the 
Government. We therefore welcome constructive views from Singaporeans, 
whether or not these agree with the Government's own views. We need 
feedback, not just knee-jerk reactions and coffeeshop talk, but properly 
considered, informed views which can help us to improve our policies. 

- PM Goh Chok Tong, National Day Rally Speech 1997



Active Citizenship
• Why active citizenship is needed (cont’d)

• Dilemma: how can govt. remain efficient and decisive 
while building trust and allowing ownership and greater 
participation?



Active Citizenship
• What active citizenship is

• Being well-informed of issues facing the country

• Wanting to make things better by offering thoughtful 
feedback and suggestions

• Taking action and assuming responsibility by 
helping to implement suggestions



Active Citizenship
• How people can participate

• Give requested feedback to the Government (e.g. S21 
committee, Our Singapore Conversation)

• Voluntary welfare work (e.g. volunteering with 
grassroots organisations or other VWOs)

• Bringing issues up to MPs, Town Councils, CCs, 
RCs and CDCs



Active Citizenship
• What the government should do

• View citizens/civil society as an asset, be willing to 
cooperate with citizens and NGOs by engaging in open-
minded discussion

• Share information and encourage and facilitate 
consultation and feedback 

• Publicly recognise contributions that are implemented

• Clarify out-of-bound markers i.e. areas/topics where 
dissent is unacceptable





Reflection Questions
Think about the following questions and write your 
response on your worksheet in OneNote
7. Do you think the S21 Report went far enough 

in its recommendations of how citizens could 
participate in public life? Why or why not?

8. Consider the reasons that the S21 Report gave 
for why Singaporeans were not participating 
actively in public life. Are those reasons still 
relevant today? 



Next Lesson
• Capstone Project briefing

• Read the Capstone Project Task Handout on Ivy

• Start thinking about topics you might be interested in

• Look for a partner (or partners) you can work with
• You get to choose your partner(s); I will group pairs/trios

https://ivy.ri.edu.sg/files/473334/download?download_frd=1

