General Paper Year 6 Common Test 1 (2011)

"The arts disturb while the sciences reassure.” How true is this?

essay 7

In the early 19th century, Mary Shelley wrote ‘Frankenslein’, a great literary masterpiece that
questioned whether, in the unrelenting gallop of scientific advancement, humans, in their pursuit
of knowledge and the quest to hamess the Promethean flame, would overstep ethical and
moral boundaries. This was at a time when the sciences were just blossoming, and their almost
boundless potential seemed like the solution to all the problems of the day. Two centuries on, the
same contrast exists between the arls and the sciences, with the arts painting a depressing picture
of human nature and the future of humanity, while the sciences express limitless optimism. Indeed,
it can be argued that the arts disturb, while the sciences reassure, as the two play starkly different
roles in the world today.

Mowhere is this juxtaposition more revealing than in inlernational social issues. Even as the arts
over the ages have highlighted issues such as poverty and war, science has repeatedly touted its
success in solving these same problems. This may partly be due to the nature of these problems,
as they are largely due to social forces, well outside the jurisdiction of the sciences. For example,
many art pieces and literary works deal with the social sligma associated with homosexuality, such
as the ‘Asian Boys Trilogy' in Singapore, which deals with gay identity in Singapore. On the other
hand, there is research optimistically suggesting that homosexuality may be due to genetics (which
may lead a casual anlooker to infer that there is no more reason for the lack of social acceptance
towards gays and lesbians than there is to one, say, born with a gensetic disease). COn the issus
of inaquality and poverty, films such 'Slumdog Milionaire” and documentaries on slums in India
bring to the altention of people in the world the extreme poverly and extreme wealth that exist in
the world today. However, news on the scientific front suggests that there is much being done to
improve the situation - Golden Rice, laden with vitamin A, which has helped millions of people
suffering from Vitamin A deficiency, was made using genetic engineering, the new technclogy
that has been touted as a cure-all medicine for the woes of today's world. The arts, which have
taken upon themselves the duty to highlight the social problems in the world today, in the process
of questioning the current state of society, indeed shake the faith people hold in the continued
improvement of society, a faith founded upon the successes of scientific advancement.

Furthermore, while the sciences continually try to propose solutions for even the most worrying
of global problems, the arts continually portray the inefficacy of curent measures, shaving off
{possibly misguided) confidence that science will always be able to overcome any challenges
humanity faces through yet another leap in innovation. Indeed, scientists have come up with radical
new proposals for geoengineering, to completely reform the Earth in order to deal with climate
change through spraying particles in the atmosphere or launching mirrors out into space to block
off the sun’s rays. This may lead some countries and governments worldwide to conclude that thair
continued belligerent stance against environmental protection and carbon emission reduction is, at
laast in part, justified, as they can rely on scientific technology to pick up after them. Monetheless,
the arts rightly stress the urgency for reform on policies conceming the environment. Works such
as Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” spotlights the inefficacy of global efforts to cut carbon emissions
{just look at the massive failures of the Kyoto Protocol and the Copenhagen Summit on climate
change), arguably the only truly effective method to halt and reverse global warming. This is a
typical example of a case where undue expectation for the sciences to provide the magic bullet
for any problems faced by humanity is countered by the arts, which focuses on exposing the
inconvenient truth.

However, opponents of this view would likely point to circumstances where the opposite seems to

be true — situations in which the arts reassure and the sciences disturb. Indeed, the sciences, and
in parlicular genetic engineering, are currently embroiled in a major controversy, a controversy
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highlighted in ‘Frankenstein’. To many, the master in Frankenstein’ seems to represent the Faustian
nightmare we may find ourselves in if humans continue to "play God®, violating ethical
conslderations and disregarding the sanctity of life in our pursuit of scientific knowledge. To those
who advocate curtailing research into such controversial areas such as cloning and genetic
engineering, the unrelenting progress of the sciences certainly constitutes a worrying fact.

Some would also note that not all art is made to rebel against society. In fact, a major role the arts
play in the world today is as a medium for culture to be transmitted and understood. ‘The Great
Gatsby" was a defining book of American culture, which united the diverse melting pot of American
society under a commoan American Dream. ‘The Kite Runner’, a bestseller that introduced Afghan
culture to the world, is another example of a novel thal allowed people all around the world to
understand a certain culture. As a vehicle for culture, then, it would seem the arts have heightened
understanding and unity throughout the globe.

At times, the arts may also allow countries to exerl soft power on other countries, calming
xenophobic fears. The rise of China has greatly threatened American hegemony in recent years,
spawning many books that predict the rise of the Dragon of the East. However, in the same period
from 2008 to 2010, the number of Confucius Instilutes globally has doubled, showing how China is
intent on utilising its traditional literature such as classic Confucian lexts and Tang dynasty poams
to calm fears of its rise and spread its message of a "peaceful rise”.

MNevertheless, the aris still remain as the primary medium through which controversial views are
aired, as artists continue to push against boundaries. It would probably be hard to find anycne
who deams Piss Christ, a photograph of a plastic crucifix dipped in urine, pleasing to the eye,
howevar, it remains critically acclaimed for its representation of the cheapening of religion in
today’'s increasingly pragmatic workd. As the arls conlinue to venture deeper into dangerous
territory, making use of novel media through which to express themselves, they can only increass
their ability to disturb. At the same time, countering this trend is the rise in censorship, which has
been enabled through technological advancements, allowing governments to track changes in the
arlistic society and people of the world to boycott or crilicise art works deemed too insensitive or
unsavoury. Thus, while modem art experiments with increasingly controversial themes and media,
science has allowed censors to remove these from the public aye.

The arls have always taken upon themselves to reflact on society in its time and age, often with
great controversy and pessimism. The sciences, on the other hand, often brim with optimism
about the advancement of humanity. While both are highly necessary in modern society, and it is
impossible to argue whether one has brought more benefit to society than the other, it remains
largely the case that the arts disturb while the sciences reassure.

Marker's commenis.

An excellent response. Good use of exampies o illustrate arguments for the most part. The
arguments on how the arts reassure are, however, rather weak & briel!
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General Paper Year 6 Common Test 1 (2011)

Tao what extent does technology facihtate crime?

essay 10

In the recent movie, The Social Network', Mark Zuckerberg, founder of Facebook, hacked into a
Harvard newsletler sile to retracl a defamatory statement issued by a rival. How he managed it
was surprisingly simple. Mo, there was no furious typing on the keyboard as depicted In movies,
nor were there any mathematical algorithms dancing across the compuler screen. Zuckerberg
simply guessed thal the passwords used on Facebook by Lhe edilors were the same as those
they used for their email. He then pulled oul his dalabase of passwords and voila, he was in.
What this demonstrates is not the flexible morals of the Facebook founder, but thal the increasing
concentration of information and sensitive dala available to people due lo advancement In
technology makes it increasingly easy to commil crime. Granled, recenl technological advances
like the securlty camera and car alarm do deter crime as well; however, | feel that technology
facilitales crime, but only if the flaws within technology remain uneddressed, and if It falls into the
wrong hands.

Delractors may argue thal recent surveilllance technology and crime deterring advancements
make |t harder for criminals to actually commit crime. With the increase in the amount of protection
one can install In one's home. ranging from password encoded locks and fingerprint recognition
software, it may seem thal physical cime like burglary and housebreak may be deterred. However,
this Is based on the assumplion that everyone has access to such technology and that everyone is
willing to go tha extra mile and fork oul axira for such advancements. If thal is nol the case, crime
generally doss not decrease. What these advancemenis do is aclually to divert physical crime
away from that particular househoid, lsaving others to seam more atiractive 1o criminals. Crime has
simply been diverted to another placa.

Furthermora, with the onsat of online banking and online financial transactions, criminals with an
understanding of computers and lachnology now do not have 1o be physically presant al the scena
of the crime in order to steal monay: there have been fake websiles of OCCBC bank, and even
aulomaled 1eller machines have been tampered with baefore. Criminals now can steal and rob
someona from the comfort of their homes.

Again, detractors might argua, thal passwords and safeguards are thare to keep all this under
control. Actually, the prasence of passwords and safeguards increases a person's vulnarabllity to
onling crime cr identity theft. Recently, Sarah Palin's twitter account was hacked. The hacker simply
guessed the answer to Sarah Palin's secret question 10 gain access 1o the acccunt. How? The
hacker simply searchad Wikipedia for personal information aboul Sarah Palin and, with a certain
amount of guesswork, he was in, While there is meril in online banking and financial iransaclions,
people have simply fraded one hazard for another. They have traded the physical vulnerabllity of
carrying cash for the online vulnerability of being phished, scammed or hacked, at any time, It can
thus be seen, thal technological advancements actually expose a person greatly bo crime, and
facilitales crima.

Technology does not only facilitate crime in these few ways; it also faciltales crime through online
anonymity and through the influence of viclence on impressionable minds.

With online anonymity, potential criminals may hide and disguise therr identity, facilitaling crime.
An axample from Singapore would be the two students amested for posting racial slurs against
Malays. The sense of security that comes from the anomymity of the Internet makes it Increasingly
easy to shr up racial tlensions with a few strokes of the keyboard. Paedophiles also enjoy this online
anonymity. This shows the increasingly dangerus word the Intermet is. Paedophiles and people
with criminal intent, can slip on a mask and commit crime easily. It is this ease that encourages
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crime as it separates us from what we do and the consequences of our actions. In this way, crime
is encouraged through technology.

Furthermore, with technology, wrong messages and vielent content new can be transmitted to
a greater number of people worldwide, with an even grealer impact than before. Violent and
bloody content in video games like Grand Theft Auto, where players can rape then kill prostitutes,
desensitises youths io violent acts. Studies have shown thal there actually is a positive correlalion
between the amount of viclent games a child plays and the crimes he might eventually commit. The
Columbine shootings were commitied by two teenagers who were inspired by the film, ‘Natural! Bom
Kiflers', with its graphic footage of violence. These violent messages have an even greater impact
and more wide-ranging influence than ever before, thanks io technology.

Granted, technology does help to deter crime. The local show, ‘Crime Waich', encourages citizens
to be alert and also broadcasts photos of criminals at large. Surveillance systems at museums
deter theft of property. There is merit in technology, and 1o a smal extent, it does deter crime.
However, there are a few flaws in technology that inherently are easier to exploit and thus facllitate
crime. As discussed before, online transactions are one flaw of technology: another flaw of
technology is also its cost. More than one-third of the camesas in the Louvre museum are dummy
cameras. Armed with the knowledge of where they are, criminals can easily commit theft. These
two flaws of technology can only be addressed by an advance in technology. This leads o a
never-ending cyche of crime prevention and crime, doomed to end in failure.

In fact, what technology has provided us with is a paradigm shift. With the increasingly efficient
services that technology brings, securty must be compromised in some way. This trade-off is
the most fundamental flaw in technology today. As we move 1o a world increasingly dependent
on technology, crime has adapled 1o exploit this fundamental flaw present. Unless this flaw can
be addressed, perhaps by installation of biometric security syslems everywhere, technology is
vulnerable. Bul even this has flaws. There needs o be guidelines on what can be compromised
and most imporlantly, technology has 1o be wielded in the rgh hands. Technology is |ust a ool
that can be used for good or bad. Despite all its flaws, whether it can be used to deter crime all
depends on what we do with il.

Marker's comments:
intelligently interprated. Good knowledge of technologies that was skillfully woven Into
analysis. You couwld have connected the concepl of anonymity with community. It's not

only deception but also the cloak of safely that brings perverts and fanatics together,
encouraging and feeding the sharing of information and hate, or perversion.
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How important 1s history in shaping a country's future?

essay 14

The fierce resistance that met French President Micholas Sarkozy's propesition to raise the
relirement age and postpone the age at which the French can receive pensions (from 65 Lo 67) in
2010 sparked widespread international criticism thal his move lo save the debl-burdened French
pension system was too little, too late. After all. the political backlash that would accompany
any atlempt that is perceived lo undermine the age-old French welfare syslem has delerred
many past polilicians from atlempting reform. From this example, one can see that history Is
inextricably intertwined with the present and the future, and hence is imporiant in the sense that it
should always be considered. However, in examining this issue from a social, polilical, economic
and moral siandpoint, while history may be influential in determining a country’s priorities, it
s sometimes a necessary bul insufficienl condition for real change. In addition, a dogmatic
adherence to history withoul making necessary adjusiments for changing contexis can only reduce
histery 1o an irrelevance in shaping a country’s fulure,

Hislory is significant in shaping a country’s fulure by reminding a country of certain priorities thal
can never be compromised in the quest! for economic progress. In Singapore, our history of being
forced inlo a stale of indepandence afler being spumed by Malaysia, and our subsequent struggle
lo establish ourselves as a nation has ingrained a mindset of alertiness in our government, and an
awarenass of our vulnerability. This acute sense of vuinerability is the reason we continually seek
lo develop a source of homegrown waler supply, through research into NEWater and desalination
lechnologles, in order that Malaysia can never hold us hoslage or gain an upper hand In our
bllateral relations by vifue of our depandence on their waler supply. The role that history plays in
the governance of Singapore both today and for the fulure is best summed up by Minister Mentor
Lee, In an inlerview for his lales! book, ‘Hard Truths', in which he reilerated the importance of youth
In Singapore raalising the fact that we can never afford to rest on our laurels.

In addition, history serves as an important marker that guides the direction of a country's future
growth, In Germany, there is a strong sense of colleclive guilt over the alrocities the Germans
commitied during the Holocaust, and this desira o never repeal the mistakes of their elders (s
manlifasted nol only in the Holocaust Memorial in Berlin, which occuples prime land and is fully
funded by taxpayers’ money, bul also by strict Holocaust Denial Laws. This consclousness of
the need for inclusiveness and imegration is axemplified by German Chancellor Angela Merkel's
asdmission that “multiculturalism hasg failed” in Germany. Merkel's frank admission, the first among
leadars of the European Union (EU) states, marked the stan of genuine nalional soul-searching
over this ssue, a necessary prelude 10 any political change in the future. In this instance, history
servas as a rellable guide by which countries can chart thair future growlth,

Moreover, historical evems legitimise certain modes of societal action that are often Instrumental
In Influencing the polickes a country adopts. This is most cearly seen In France, whare the
abllity of both public and private workers 10 go on sirike without having their jobs threatened is &
constitutional right. The succass of the famous May 1988 sirikes, which were driven by the youth's
disconlentl with the stale of affairs under General Charles de Gaulle’'s regime, cemented the
reputation of strikes as both a legitimate and effective way to show one’s discontent and advocale
palicy changes. In spite of the amquably hit-and-miss nature of mass protests in France, they have
indubitably contributed as a form of check-and-balance for govemmenl polickes, and played a
parl In France's robust civil society. The example of France shows that history oflen has a part to
play in the development of societal actions thal serve as avenues aleng which current and future
government policies can be contested.
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Hewever, histerical occumences and contexts may sometimes prove necessary but insufficient in
motivating citizens’ efforts to eflect change in their country. Dictatorships in Arabic nations such
as Tunisia, Egypt and Libya enjoyed decades of relatively peaceful rule despite their questionable
treatment of their citizens, and it was arguably the advenl of technology and the Intemet that first
generated the spark of discontent that eventually resulted in a successful, full-fledged revolution.
Similardy, North Koreans endured decades of deprivation and suffering under Kim II-Sung's and
Kim Jong-II's rule, but it was only when some in North Korea managed to gain access to foreign
television broadcasts and, a minority, the Internet, that they began 1o harbour thoughts of defecting
to South Korea. As these examples show, the oppressive histories of the Arabic and MNorth Korean
people required the availability of comparison that technological advancement provided in order for
there to be discontent and for genuine change 1o be starled.

Furthermore, the dogmatic insistence on certain policies as a result of history may actually impede
a country's progress rather than contribute Lo its vision of the future. In Singapore, in the post—'65
yaars, the government justified its crackdown on Communists, through programmes such as
Operation Coldsiore by saying that Singapore, being a nascent state, needed political stability
in order to survive. In the same wvein, the govemment defended its paternalislic approach to
governance with the claim that Singapore was only a democracy in its infancy, and hence required
such 'heavy-handed’ govemance for its economic growth. While Singapore may indeed have
been a fledgling nation-state in its post-'65 years, there is a need for both the government and
the public to recognise thal now thal Singapore has altained economic prosperity, being ranked
2nd on the 2010 Legatum Prosperity Index for Per Capila GDFP, it is time 1o allow our civil soclety
to correspondingly mature. The withdrawal of political freedoms, such as the act of gazetling The
Online Citizen as a political organisation, can no longer be excused as being for the good of our
nation; il is important for formerly cherished mindsels to evolve alongside Singapore's growth as a
nation. In this respect, history can be said to be unimporiant to a country’s fulure if our mindsets do
not align with societal changes over the years.

Ultimalely, hislory can serve as either a driver of or an obstacle 10 economic restructuring for the
futurae. Compare the aconomies of Germany (the loser of World War 2) and Britain (one of tha
winners of the war}: While Britain's economy is currently languishing due to the fact that much-
neaded structural reforms have nol been adopted, Germany's economy is flourishing, with an
unemployment rate of 7.3% that is the envy of most EU nations. Losing the war opened all the
aconomic and social institutions in Germany to change, as nothing was deemed untouchable,
Cenvarsaly, Britain's victory nurtured a culture of complacency and many necessary reforms wera
not eénacled due to bureaucratic red-lape. These two examples illustrale thal history is Important
in shaping a country’s future, as the outcomes of history served as enablers or obstacles for
aconomic restructuring thal would eventually have ramifications for the countries’ futures,

Indeed, history has proven 1o be instrumental in formulating a country’s priorities, legiim|sing new
and effective modes of socletal action and driving or inhibiting economic restructuring. However,
one must bear in mingd thal in some instances, history is a necessary but insufficlent condition for
socletal change, and thal an over-fixation on history without consideration of the evolving state of
soclety can render history irmelevant in shaping a country's future.

Markar's comments:

Shan Jee, | enjoyed reading this. Good discussions here. You are a mature writer and you
have provided a holistic picture of the topic. One point to consider: governmeants who cling
on to the past can bring a country down. E.g. Japan: the economy was In the doldrums for
the past ten years, and too many changes in leadership resulted in no sel directions and
Japah not adapting to global changes.
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Rotiremen® 15 3 rodusdae oo =odd:

Famed aconomist John Maynard Keynas once said. "When the facls change, | change my mind,
whal do you do sir?” Indeed, the workd we inhabil today is vastly different from thal of the past
in which retiremant prospects wara neaity a givan. Al around tha world the age of retirement is
baing ralsed, instaad of lowered, thus accounting for the increasing sentiment on the ground that
"ratiremant is a redundant word today™. In my opinion, thal is a harsh and unfair staterment o maka,
as while we do see 3 decraaging trend in the instancas of retirement, retirement cannot be sald o
ba cbsolete.

Govarmmants worldwida have pul measures in place to faclitate their citizens' ratirement plansa,
This s parhaps bedt ilustrated by Singapora’s establisheent of the Central Provident Fund,
otherwise known as CPF. Every month. a cenan percentage of an employed citizen's salary is
channelled into his personal fund so a5 to allow him to accumulate sufficient ‘reserves” to lide him
through his years of retiremenl. The fact that the govermmenl has instituted this scheme seems
o suggest that the govemment has its ciiizens’ retremen] plans in mind. Thers I8 a general
consensus amongst Singaporeans that the CPF is to their benefit as reflected by the lack of
suslained backiash towands this patermakstic miathve, bécause to them, retiing o Ihe fulure 5 not
merahy an option, bul a very real destination.

However, it is nol difficult to see why retirement mighl be thoughl of as an increasingly “redundant
concept In this day and age as mone and mone people choose 10 extend their working years and
postpone thalr retiremeant,

Tha world is stil recovering from the worst sconomic nrcession since the Greal Depreasion, which
affacted ail sconomies all around the giobe. In our world of scarcity, this can only mean one thing —
flaing costs of iving. Surely in the face of such circumstances, retirement would be a dim, shadowy
prospect in the heads of middle-aged employess with famiies to feed. Furthermore, age brings
with it medical alments, like rheumatism, high biood pressune and weaker immunity to assored
germs and diseasas, Therefore, curative medicines then become a necessity in the Ives of these
paopla, an addibonal sxpense. Should they give up theer job, they will pul their famllias’ Nnancial
security as well as thelr personal haalth and weliness at risk: Thus to these individuals, the idea of
ratirement as a “redundant word™ would gain curency as il is a very hazy prospect indeed.

Addlionally, the current sconomic climate has seen governments dole out fscal measures so
as Io reduca or reamove the defich incumed by increased govemmenl spending In the immadiate
aflarmath of tha aconomic crisis in the ysars 2008 and 2009. Fiscal austerity would signal bad
news for welfare states, ke Swaden and Denmark, whose retired citizens depend on maonthly
payouls to gel by. Thus, in Denmark, we see an vnusual sudden expansion of the labour markat,
as sy-carpaniers and shosmakers amerge from the dormancy of their ralirement and bagin to
solict for business again, if only 1o make ands mesl Govemmant handouls are hence shown
I ba clsarly [nadequale o fulfil retiress” living sxpendiurs. Retirernant, therefore, is sesmingly
impracticabls if ane wanis 1o ceamani ona’s survival in thasas hard sconomic timas.

It is important 100 to acknowiadge thal the world is being plagued by the issus of an aging, as well
as aged population. In Japan, the ratio of youth bo middie-aged psople is a startiing 5:1. This means
that for avary nine retiraes, thares will only ba a singla youth 1o support tham. Baneath the polishad
vanasr of Japanese sociaty, wa sea that thare are old folics whe hold menial jobs as chambarmaids
and clsaning lades simply becausa thay have no kih or kin o speak of, and therefore cannot
afford not to work. Unfortunate social circumstances are thus shown o relegales the possibility of
ratirament to the backbumears of, in this case, tha aged Japaness workar's mind.
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On a lighter note, retirament ie a kss common concepd nowadays purely because we sae middls-
agad workars assuming incredibly importani positions in sociaty. In the past, the lats filies used to be
the target age for retirement, bul in recant decadas, people are iaking up the mantle of leadership
or rolas as key personnel upon hitting that very ape brackel. Much hype surrounded the fact that
Presidant Obama, then agad 47, was one of the youngest in the history of Amarican presidents.
This was because most of hizs predecassors had all bean in their fiftkes or sixties at the time of
thair presidency. In Singapore, tha Cabinet reinstated Lee Kuan Yew as Sanior Minister, after his
ratiramant from his role as Prima Minister, and then as Ministar Mantor, followed by a role as a
sanior adviser to the Govemmant of Singapore imvesiment Corporation (GIC) upon his retiremant
from hig preavious position. Thus, bacause political leaders play such a prominent role in our lives,
thair relative seniorty in terms of age has led us to distance the concept of retirement from that of
aga, which many feal. is just 8 number. The same man, Lee Kuan Yaw. allegedly ramarked that ha
would kaep working till the day he dies. If his views are reflective of that of his generation, then il is
no wondaer if many hardly consider retiing ai all.

In sum, il Is blasé and untrue to opne that “retirement is a redundant word loday”. The essay has
shown thal the instances of retirement are reduced because the economic climale simply does
not parmil them to indulge in such a luxury. and not because they do nol entertain thal thought,
I am not proposing thal people have begun to regand retirement as an outdated concept but that
there has been a shift in societal perception of this phenomenon. No longer do people conflate the
concapts of retirement and age; in facl, their rejaction of this generalsation connotes a posiive
step towards a more inclusive, open-minded society.

Marker's comments;

Intersating ssasy: you have (aken me on & journesy - not a lengthy Journey: yet it Is relavant
and angaging. You have » strong command of the language.
Good use of personal volce and very parsuasive too. Vry inclusive sssay.

Some lack of clariy wiere delfinition of “redundant” s concerned.
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Throughout the course of human history, the power of education to empower the disempowared
and strengthen the weak has not gona unnoliced. Long hailed &z the "great social egualiser”,
education has also been descibed by H.G. Walls as an essential part of society and the human
race’s only altemative to "catastrophe’.

In this day and age. however, thare is some indication that education - hare defined as a formal
systam for the teaching and laaming of information and skills (including Iteracy and numaracy) -
has only succeaded in "more inaquality”, both in the sense of exacerbating current divides betwesen
peoples of different backgrounds, and in the serse of creating new divigions between the educaled
and the uneducated. This essay will demonstrate that such instances of “more inequality” are
dus to the unequal implementation of education, rather than education itseif, and thal education
continues to fulfil its purpose a5 a $ocial equaliser around the world boday,

There is no denying thal the enhanced personal ability and social mobility granted to the educaled
have et them apan from the uneducated; if this were not the case, then the entire concept of
education as a mode of empowsrmen! would ba nul and void. it is no accident that two-thirds
of the workd's lliterate are concentraied in eight developing nations, some of which also see the
world's lowes! ecanomic growth - such as in Ethiopia and Pakigian. Clearly, the skills imparied to
those in wal-parforming nations have not only improved their lot in life, but bettered the situation
of thalr nations as a whole, With mone resources, these nations are then able to Invest in better
education systeama, which funther boast ther economias, and oves time, a divide |8 created betwean
the rich, educated nations and the uneducated poor,

Within many developasd nations, the sducation sysiem is also designed o bring studenis wha do
wall to a leval of “higher” sducation: secondary or taniary as the case may be. And Iin many cases,
it is tha rich who are able to alford the bast sducation for their childran from a young age. allowing
themn to easily ablain higher sducation while the poor ane left behind. In this sense, within soclelies,
education atso amplifies axisting divides between those who rse quickly through the system, and
hosa who are, economically or otherwise, disadvantaged.

The problem here, though, is one of unequal distribution and implamentation of education. If
education of the same quality were made accessible 1o all, in each and every nation around lthe
world, the above situations would not axist: all members of society would be equally ampowearad
Iz changs their soco-aconomic positions, and to pull their familiss (and communitles) out of
their current plight, But this is not logstically possible in loday's world: insufficient Infrasiructure,
inaffactive leglsiation and desp-sealed ways of life are all obstacies 10 the equal implamentallon of
formal sducation around the world.

Taking a broadar parspactive, this is nol ta say thal improvernants have not baen mads. Within tha
lasl cantury, tha world's literacy rate (defined as the parcentages of peopls above 15 who can read
and wrila] has risan to 82%, a figure unimaginable sven for “developed” Eurcpean socialles In the
past. And according to the ClA Word Factbaok, the world's school-life expectancy (or, the numb-sr
of yaars one can axpact to receive formal sducation} has risen o 11 years, which is higher than In
soma davalopad nations today (Singapona’'s, for sxampla, is 101 ysars). Whils the implamantation
of aducation has nol besn parfect thus far, the word is certainly saaing advancemants on this front
- doubtiese a factor for its rising sconomic parfomancs.

This powar of aducation 1o craats changa can ba aliriniisad, among aducalion's many functions, in
twor main points. Both daal with solving tha problem of inequality, and thay ars, namsaly, aradicating
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lliteracy and innumeracy, and imparting the abiity to understand and invoke one’s rights.

The twin disabikbes of iiteracy and nmnumeracy have rapped many around tha world in what
Amartya San describes as tha “cartainty of dapravity”. Bsing unable 1o read, write and count
from a young age affectively disconnects one from the information availabla in ioday's workd, and
digqualifies one from white-collar jobs — and increasingly, bue-collar jobs as well - in any society.
The limited stations in lifa available to ona from this point represant a resiricied social mobility, and
a parmanently lowered personal capacity. i is also profoundly difficult for the iliterale to obtain
accass to sanitation and healthcara later in their lives. and this is a key Tactor in the higher mortality
rates of the uneducated. Education provides people with the basic skills required to move ahead in
loday’s world, without which lithe or no prograss - both individual and societal - can be made.

The other key purpose of education, with regard fo inequality, i 10 give people the ability to
understand and invoke theair rights. As Robert Frost once wrole, education creates a populace that
is "easy o govem, but impossible o enslave”. In other words, il gives people awareness of lhe
freadoms they are entited 1o, and how 1o go about obtaining them. The capacity to understand
and invoke one's rights is the firgl step towards gaining poliical and social representation for
one's community, without which concrete changes cannot be made (in the feld of education
of elsewhera) to bring society forward. In this function, education now serves as a means of
empowarmant, by giving the disadvantaged the necessary pre-conditions to better thelr lives, and
the lives of those around tham.

Examples abound of places where education has fulfiled these two ands remarkably well,
vastly reducing inequality and creating prosperity for whole nations. Japan s one such exampile,
Followlng the Meil Restoration of 1868, many resources were devoled lo education and re-
education, such that by 1913, the Asian nation was printing twice as many books as the Uniled
States. Although at thal stage Japan was sl vastly underdeveloped. and had & wide rich-
poor divide, it was soon able to bacome the leading sconomy in Asia, and actually embark
on an imperialisl programme of its own in 1939, Singapore 100, provides us with an example
of aducation's power as a social equaliser. Al the point of independence, Singapore was silll
a backward colony that depended on axiemal trade for its revenue. More than half the local
populatian ware uneducated and lhved in slums or farms ancund the island. The past four decades,
though have sean tremendous improvements in the esducalion syslem, and corresponding
economic prosperity. Singapore now boasts a 95.9% Maracy rate, and is home to Ihe top feader
school in the word for the Ivy League universities. At the same time, Singapore has achleved
he word's fourth highast GDP, and 74.4% of Singaporaan housaholds Ive in 4-room Nats, larger
apariments, of privala proparty.

In both these case studies, tha effacts of sducation in reducing inequality — both for Individuals
and for the entire nation - are sei-evidanl Whils it has bean acknowledged Ihat unegqual
implemantation of sducation in soms parts of the workd has led to graaler inequality, this writer
seas |t as a confirmation of sducation’s polantial 1o change the lol of those who benefit from |t
Education’s ovarall results around the world today are ssiament 10 its power 1o reduce inequality
by tha twin means of sradicating llieracy and promoling rights awarenass. and thus, all things
congidarad, it would ba unfair to concluda that “sducalion has resultad in only more inaguality”.

Markes's commeants:

A refrashing blg-picture approach to the question - | have snjoysd this responss and have
aea learnt much from itf Well dons!

An affective total refutation of givaen statement. Can it be true though, that all things balng

unsqual {Ach and poor children have different apporfunities and resources, so paople are
not “squal” to begin with), even the same sducation rasulis in “graater insquality"? Go far

some ‘balanca” az wadl, Theophilus!
Raffles Institution | ksbull issue 2 | 2011 w




—

General Paper Year 5 Common Test 1 (2011)

In today's modem age of globalisation, countries across the globae that have welcomed the
breakdown of borders and increased economic and cultural exchange are mow faced with a
conundrum - that of further inaquality. In the US, tha gulf between the incoma of degrea holdars
and high school diploma holders has baen increasing, with the fruits of economic success over
the pravious few decades going aimost exclusively to the fop eamers, whereas biue collar workers
and those at the bottom of the economic hierarchy have seen their ncomes stagnate or grow less
proportionately to the economy as a whole. Education has been identified as the rool cause of
this Ineguality. Howaver, is this ndeed the case? This essay will show that, far from worsaning the
divide. aducation is in fact the "ullimate equaliser” thal i mosi effective in remedying inequality, and
the inegquality thal we see n our world teday is due 1o the inequitable access to education, rather
than the fault of education per se.

Prima facle, the argument that education exacerbates inequality seems lrue. As a matler of fact,
undergoing higher education, such as receiving a Bachelor's degree. or perhaps a Maslers or
even PhD, has been associaled with highes incomed, 28 compared Lo those with only a high schoal
diploma of @ posl-sacondary equivalant. Even among Lhose who are highly educated. it has been
found thal those with aven mare education - ke a PhD holder, as a general rule, command greater
income in the labour markel, than a “mere” Bachelor's degree holder. To an extent, this inequality
has baan worsened by globalisation, in whal sociologisis term the “Matthew Effect”, alluding to the
Biblicad verse. As highly skilled workers face greater employability in a globalised world. in which
their axpedise is highly sought after, those who ame educationally less qualified face increased
compalition from newly industrialising countries like China and India, with thair lange pools of labour
supply. As such, the former sea their ncomes increass and the latier ses their income decrease, a
sign that (nequalkity has reared its ugly head. indeed, aducalion can cause inaguality to worssan,

Proponents of the thesis argue thal education has contributed to nequality not only in lerms of
earning powar, but also in the political ansna. Especially in democratic but less developed nallons
(India comes to mind), the masses do nol have access to sducalion and even for those who do. the
Iack of infrastructure and resounces has ansunsd thal whatever sducalion they recaive 18 of minimal
usa al besl. As such, when slection season comes, the average uneducated Joe on the sireet is
randersd incapable of making an informed, rational decision, as per the ideal of democracles, but
rather falls prey to the demagogic lkaning, mudsiinging and intimidation rampant in these countries,
Furtharmare, the situation is worsened by the facl that thers axists highly educaled, wealthy elite
in thesa couniries who arguably have a monopoly on knowledge, Thus giving them undus influsnce
in the palitics of their country. As detalled in the Man Booker Prize-winning book, ‘The White Tiger',
elections held in India, aspacially those in rural regions, are hardly fair as local gangsters are
bribed to ensura that whoaver voles against the favoursd candidales are physically abused.
In addition, candidates, who are usually more aducaled, resort to scare tactics and damagogic
incitation in order 1o rile and hoodwink volars into supporting them, usually at the expensse of
Muslims or untouchablas — mambers of tha lower caste. Again, the thesis that education [eads
Iz ineguallty is ssamingly uphald | as the massas’ abiity 1o effect constructive poliical change
in damocraciss (& handicappad by thair sducation, or rather tha lack thereol, wharaas the slites
wha have had access to aducation are abls 1o stear slection rasults and sxert undus influsnce on
political oulcoma.

That being said, both aconomic and political inequality are not caused by sducation per se, but
rather the lack of agual accass to it

Whils incoma gaps have indsad widenad according o aducation lines, it i= arguable that this
inequalily was pracipifated by globalisation and that the capitalist market we live in actually

perpatuates this inequality for tha greater good of sociaty by rewarding society’s most productive
members with a larger share of tha sconomic pie. Hence, this inequality is largsly inevitable

w Raffies institution | ksbull issue 2 | 2011




—

and to a great extent, a necassary evil On the other hand, economic inequality resulting from
digcrimination has, in effect. been combated by education. A classic example of education at work
in reducing economic inequality iz that of women entering the workforce. Following the faminist
movemeant of the 20th century, women have antered the workforce in ever-increasing numbers.
Howawar, it has baan arguad that inequality axizls in labour as woman are paid 70 cents for avary
dollar a man aams. This divida, however, has besn dwindling in many modemn economias that
respact the right for women o work langely due to the facl that woman today are recaiving maore
tartiary education than in the past thus increasing thaeir productivity and bacoming able to eam
a largar salary as a result. In Japan, for instance. women make up over 60% of the university
population. To be sura, gender inequality =il exists foday, with disproportionately fewer female
captaing of industries and politicians, but we sea that the inequakty has been narrowing because
education has broadenad a woman's perspactive to beyond that of the household, such that sha
can axercise har right to choose whether o enter the workforce or join the political fray.

In addition, education has done mona tThan to menly bridge the economic divide betweesn genders;
many social inequakties have besn rendered less deleterious by education. For exampla, in
Botswana, a relatively wealthy African nation, women who have received more education have
fawar childran, an indication of the fact that tha power relations between a husband and wifa. onca
titted in the favour of the man, have now been restored to a more equitable state. This s because
educated womean, rather than capitulating 10 ther husbands’ demands, are aware of their rights
and exerclse greater influence in domestic relations and family planning. As such, education has
rasulied [n women becoming able 10 exercise greater aulonomy aver themselves, reversing a
millennia-old trand of unfair patriarchal dominance in many societies.

Lastly, the fact thal mary forms of ineguality s8ll exist loday can Largely be attributed to the unequal
access to education. With regard to the abovemenbioned point on pokiical inequality, that large
swathes of the uneducaled are able 1o be manipulated by a wealthy, highly educated elite is
nol @ palnt against education. On the contrary, it further fuels the case for educalion to become
more pravalenl as the current flaw in the system s due nol 10 sducation per 58, but rather the
unequal access to educaton, In establishing universal, quality education for all, the previously
illitarats will than be able to participate in political discourse, hence comacting for former Injustices,
Simiarly. after black slaves were emancipated following the civil war. Alrican Amencans silll
earned a disproportionately lower income and had disproportionately fewer representallves In
govarnmanl, While this could be attribuled to persisting societal prejudices, 1o a large exten! [heir
lack of education is 1o be blamed as well, As education opened their doorway 1o greater ecanomic
opportundties, African Amearicans have similarty proved themsaives 1o be capable leaders, thinkers
and pionears. The slection of Barack Obama, himsell a Harvard law graduate, into the White
Housa is lastamant 10 tha fact that sdicalion i indsad the “ulimats squalises”. So, In response o
he inagqualities of 1oday, the answer can only be mome sducation, nol less,

In conclusion, thare is a necessity to distinguish between two forms of inequality — Inegquality
of opportunity, and inequality of ouicoms. In today's globalised, capilalist socleties, universal
education for all guaranises that svaryone, as far as possible, is given an squal playing fleld and
an squal chance (o succead, thal is to ansurs squality in opportunity. Whils this has usually lad 1o a
correspondingly more aqual outcoms, aducation in and of iself by no means guarantess everyona
will recaive an equal outcome. As such, sducation can indesd ba a fault line by which inequality
ococcurs — the aducated sarn a higher paycheck and can axercisa greatsr influsnce in palitics
han their unaducalad compatriols. However, this is nol a consequance of aducation and in fact,
can ba amelioralad by the promuigation of further education, especially in araas whara axisting
infrastructura fails to daliver quality aducation. In sum, tha thesis that sducation has caused greater
inequality s ludicrous, and on the contrary, aducation holds the promisa of revarsing inequality, that
aducation & indead tha “ultimate aqualzes”

Marker's commants:

Good axamplas and clear lopic sentances. Your stsay shows good angagemaent with 1ssues
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