
Cultural Impacts of Globalisation



What is Culture?

Material Components Non-material Components
Clothing

Jewellery/ornamentation
Food

Art (paintings, sculptures, etc.)
Architecture

Language & symbols
Beliefs & values

Norms, traditions/customs
Religion

Art (film, music, dance, etc.)
Sport

(Ferrante, 2011)

• Culture is a way of life, comprising:



How is Culture Exchanged and Spread?

• Conquest and occupation
• Cross-border/international 

trade
• Migration 
• Tourism
• Mass media 
• The Internet

(Ferrante, 2011)



Cultural Globalisation
• Culture flows easily because much of it is abstract –

digitised forms increase ease flow; tangible forms of 
culture accompany international trade (e.g. food)

• Barriers still exist in places lacking access, and 
cultural flows are unqeual: dominant and popular 
cultures move more quickly

• Three main perspectives: Homogenisation 
(convergence), Hybridisation, and Heterogenisation
(differentialism)

(Ritzer, 2011)



Q8. Cultural Globalisation Trends
• Homogenisation scenario

• Local cultures become shaped by global more 
powerful cultures (Western) or a “global culture” due to 
weak barriers and strong flows (e.g. Americanisation or 
McDonaldisation)

• Globalisation seen to be a destructive force that erodes 
identities and local cultures and eliminate uniqueness 
of national cultures

(Hassi & Storti, 2012)



Q8. Cultural Globalisation Trends
• Hybridisation scenario

• Internal and external flows combine to create unique 
cultural hybrids of the two; barriers exist to prevent 
overwhelming of local culture, but do not completely 
block external flows

• These new, distinctive and hybrid cultures are neither 
global nor local at their core (e.g. creolisation and 
glocalisation)

(Hassi & Storti, 2012)





Cultural Globalisation Trends
• Heterogenisation scenario

• Cultures become more diverse over time (local) or 
distinct from each other (trans-local/global) due to 
strong barriers and weak flows

• Local cultures experience continuous transformation 
and reinvention; only peripheral surfaces of culture 
affected by globalisation – actual crux of culture remains 
intact and unaffected

(Hassi & Storti, 2012)





Q9. KFC in China as Hybridisation
• Products and practices unique

to Chinese market 
• Chicky mascot

• Hostesses for children

• School outreach programmes

• Spicy chicken sandwich



Q10. How KFC Contributes to a 
“Globalised Childhood” in China

• “Globalised childhood culture”: deterritorialised
space comprising universally relatable 
experiences

• By successfully appealing to children in the 
Beijing market, KFC becomes an integral part of 
Beijing children’s social life and influences 
Chinese experiences of childhood



The Straits Times, 1 Sep 2020





K-Pop and the Korean Wave
• How is the Korean Wave (Hallyu) both an example 

of cultural homogenisation and hybridisation? 
• Korean popular culture’s widespread global popularity 

shapes local cultural tastes and preferences for music, 
fashion, food 

• K-Pop is itself a fusion of Western (predominantly 
American) music genres (pop, hip-hop/R&B, EDM) with 
South Korean cultural elements – other products are 
also similarly influenced by global culture
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Cultural Impacts of Globalisation
• Raised awareness

• Global spread of cultures has people around the world more aware of 
various cultures

• Increased diversity
• Hybridisation creates new cultural products that increases the 

diversity of cultures

• Cultural rejuvenation
• Resistance to the homogenising effect of foreign cultures can 

rejuvenate traditions and “lost” cultures
(SS textbook p. 203-321)



Cultural Impacts of Globalisation
• Erosion and loss

• Traditions and practices gradually diminish as locals adopt 
foreign cultural counterparts e.g. languages, religions, clothing

• Conflict
• Resistance and opposition can result in tensions between local 

and foreign (e.g. xenophobia) that may escalate into outright 
violence

(SS textbook p. 203-321)



Global Language Diversity Loss
• In just 35 years, between 1970 and 2005, global linguistic 

diversity has declined by 20%
• Ever-growing social and economic pressures are inducing or 

even forcing people to switch from generally smaller, more 
geographically restricted languages to larger languages, 
especially global languages like Mandarin Chinese, Hindi, 
English, or Spanish, or regionally dominant languages like 
Swahili

• The top 16 languages spoken worldwide increased their share 
of the global population from 45% in 1970 to 55% in 2005.

- Harmon, D. and Loh, J. (2010). The Index of Linguistic Diversity: A New 
Quantitative Measure of Trends in the Status of the World’s Languages



Largest World Languages Increasing Their Share of World’s Population



Declining Trend of Global Linguistic Diversity, 1970-2005



Cultural Globalisation in SG
• Singapore's culture shaped by influences from all 

over the world:
• Early immigrants brought their cultures to our 

shores from China, the Malayan/Indonesian archipelago, 
South Asia and Europe

• Welcoming policy towards migrants and tourists

• Singaporeans are well-travelled and highly connected 
to the world via the internet



Cultural Globalisation in SG
• Amidst the backdrop of globalisation, there is a 

debate about Singapore's cultural identity
• Will our status as a global city strip Singapore of its own 

unique cultural identity, or will it enhance our attempts to 
create one?

• Will our appetite for international culture (e.g. Netflix, K-
pop and bubble tea) come at the expense of our local 
culture?



Cultural Globalisation in SG
• Opportunities

• Singapore is defined by its cultural diversity – unique 
selling point that attracts continued immigration and 
investment

• Local culture can be easily promoted and spread 
though tourism and the Internet (see Vadaketh’s End of 
Identity) and status as global city









Cultural Globalisation in SG
• Threats

• Cultural erosion – loss of language, practices and 
values (e.g. Chinese dialects to Mandarin, mother 
tongues to English)

• “Singaporean identity always remained in flux” –
constant change brought about by immigration






